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27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 

offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 
30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for 

them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 

who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 

even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is 

that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children 

of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your 

Father is merciful. 
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure 

you give will be the measure you get back.” 

 

As you may have noticed, this morning’s scripture reading immediately follows the text 

of Luke’s version of the Beatitudes which was our focus in last week’s sermon. That portion of 

Jesus’s sermon was directed specifically to his 12 disciples and other disciples who were 

following his way (disciples like us), but the crowd who were gathered there for healing and help 

could hear what he was saying too. This portion of Jesus’s message was directed towards 

everyone within earshot, and in our case, readers of the Word. It once again, is a very 

challenging lesson to hear. 

Jesus comes right out, blunt once again, and hits them with, “Love your enemies, do good 

to those who hate you.” It is very likely that Jesus lost favor with some people. You see, the Jews 

were not big fans of the Roman government; and that was for good reason, you see, the Romans 

were oppressing them. How did Jesus expect them to love those who were making their lives 

absolutely miserable.  

Knowing then, that this commandment is meant also for us living in today’s world and 

facing any number of enemies internationally, nationally, and personally, we seek a better 

understanding of what Jesus meant. We might first ask ourselves, what defines an enemy. The 

online dictionary says an enemy is a person who is actively opposed or hostile to someone or 

something; a hostile nation or its armed forces or citizens, especially in time of war: and a thing 

that harms or weakens something else. This definition opens the door to the possibility of having 

many enemies. 

Some years ago the people of Texas were being plagued by a Mexican bandit who 

continuously slipped across the border and robbed their banks. His name was Jorge Rodriguez. 

He had become bolder and more successful, and yet they could never capture him before he 

hightailed it back across the border to his hideout in the mountains of Mexico. These Texans 

hired a well-known detective to get back their money.  

The detective tracked Jorge to a small Mexican town. He walked into a saloon, and, lo 

and behold, there in the corner was the man he was after, Jorge Rodriquez. “Aha! he said, “I 
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found you!” and he pulled out his gun. “Where have you hidden the millions you have stolen 

from our banks in Texas? Tell me, or I’ll blow you away!” 

 At this point another man, Juan Garcia, who was also in the saloon, stepped up to the 

detective and said, “Sir, you cannot talk to Jorge like this. He doesn’t understand a word of 

English. He also has no idea what you just said. Would you like me to translate for you?” The 

detective said, “Yes, of course. Tell him to confess to me where the money is or I’ll kill him.”  

So, Juan Garcia turned to Jorge and jabbered away at him for a few moments in Spanish. 

There was much gesturing and chattering, and Jorge told Juan in Spanish that if he would take 

the man to the well that was just a mile out of town, climb down into the well and remove the 

third brick, there he would find over three million dollars in gold.  

When Jorge was finished speaking, Juan, the helpful translator, turned around to the 

detective and said, “Senor, he says that he has absolutely no idea where the gold is. I’m sorry.” 

With friends like this, who needs enemies? As we think about these words of Jesus, it 

might be good to ask ourselves, who are our enemies? Maybe when you heard what Jesus said, 

someone came to mind for you immediately.  

We might find it easier to admit who our international enemies are. I grew up during the 

Cold War, so I heard a lot about the Soviet Union being the United States’ enemy. Later after the 

Cold War ended, I went to Russia with a friend who was adopting a little girl from there, and I 

remember being freaked out when I got off the plane and saw armed soldiers at the gates that we 

had to go through to get to customs. I thought to myself, “I hope I get out of here.”  

While international enemies abound, and Jesus’ command to love our enemies includes 

even these, we can’t ignore the more immediate reality that we may have enemies right next door 

to us. They are immediate, and require a more face-to-face if you will, response from us. Who 

are your enemies? What is it that they have done to make you feel that they are your enemy? 

What did they do to hurt you? How have they wronged you? Think about that. Now, hear Jesus’ 

command, ”Love your enemies, ” Do you love them? 

To truly understand what Jesus expects from us, it's important for us to understand what 

Jesus meant by “love”. The Greek language has three different words for the word love; all 

meaning something a little different. One word used for love is eros which describes the 

passionate, erotic, sexual aspects of love. Certainly, Jesus would not be expecting us to love our 

enemies in this manner. 

Another Greek word used to define a different type of love is phileo. It is the most 

general form of love in the Bible. It describes the kind of love between brothers, or you can say, 

brotherly love. It is often used or translated as affection or friendship. This is the love which is 

found between close friends. 

And then there is another Greek word used to define a different kind of love, and that 

word is agape. It refers to a pure, willful, sacrificial love that intentionally desires another’s 

highest good. The Bible commentary writer William Barclay says that “it means that no matter 

what that person does to us we will never allow ourselves to desire anything but his highest 

good; and we will deliberately and of set purpose go out of our way to be good and kind to him. 

This is the word for love that Jesus uses here when he commands us to love our enemies. 

Jesus wasn’t talking about having affectionate feelings for enemies. This wasn’t having 

to do with something emotional, Jesus was speaking of an act of the will. This is nothing like the 

feeling of falling in love with someone. That kind of love just happens naturally. Agape love 

takes a conscious effort. Or as I often say when talking about the topic of “letting our emotions 
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control us,” moving from the feeling part of us and into our heads. It is something which by the 

grace of Christ we may will ourselves to do. 

While Tom Wiles was university chaplain at Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, 

Arizona, he picked up Leonard Sweet at the airport in his new Ford pickup to take him to a 

leadership conference. Since Sweet was still mourning the trade-in of his Dodge truck, the two 

men immediately bonded, sharing truck stories and laughing at the bumper-sticker truism, 

“Nothing is more beautiful than a man and his truck.” Sweet tells what happened next: 

“As I climbed into Tom’s 2002 Ranger for the ride back to the airport a day later, I 

noticed two big scrapes by the passenger door. ‘What happened?’ I asked. 

‘My neighbor’s basketball post fell on the truck,’ Tom replied sadly. 

You’re kidding! How awful, I said. This truck is so new I can smell it. 

‘What’s even worse is my neighbor doesn’t feel responsible for the damage.’ 

I immediately rose to my friend’s defense. Did you contact your insurance company? 

How are you going to get him to pay for it? 

‘This has been a real spiritual journey for me,’ Tom replied. ‘After a lot of soul-searching 

and discussions with my wife about hiring an attorney, it came down to this: I can either be in the 

right, or I can be in a relationship with my neighbor. Since my neighbor will probably be with 

me longer than this truck, I decided that I’d rather be in a relationship than be right. Besides, 

trucks are meant to be banged up, so I got mine initiated into the real world a bit earlier than 

expected.’” 

Jesus went on to offer illustrations of what it might look like to love one’s enemy, and he 

sums it up in verse 31 by saying, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” This 

command demands positive energy. He did not say, as Confucius said when he was asked for his 

advice for one rule to guide all of one’s life, he said, “what you do not want done to yourself, do 

not do to others.”  

Do you hear the difference? It’s really not as hard to hold ourselves back from 

responding negatively to our enemies; but it is a totally different matter to go out of our way to 

do to others what we would want them to do to us. At the heart of Christian behavior is that it 

entails, not in abstaining from bad things, but instead in actively pursuing and doing good things. 

That can be much more difficult to do, yet that’s what Jesus tells us to do. 

The world would have us think this idea is a waste of time. It’s quite possible that it 

won’t change how we feel about our enemy. Our positive conduct towards our enemy, loving our 

enemy, might be ignored or unappreciated instead of turning our enemy into a friend or even 

changing their behavior towards us. “What’s in it for me, if I do good for my neighbor?” is the 

kind of attitude Jesus denounces in this text. Anyone, even a sinner, can do good for another, 

expecting a trade-off (tit for tat). 

For Jesus, it’s never about ourselves, it’s about the other, sharing God’s love even though 

we feel they may not deserve it. The reality is that we’ve all done things that could be used as 

evidence against us for not deserving God’s love. So just as God has loved us, just as God has 

mercy on us, just as God forgives us, all of which is evidence of his love for us, so should we do 

the same towards our enemies. God’s love embraces both the saint and the sinner. It is that love 

we must emulate. If we seek even our enemy’s highest good we will in truth be the children of 

God. That’s worth our effort, to be children of God. It doesn’t get any better than that. 

Ernest Gordon was the former Presbyterian dean of the chapel at Princeton University. 

As an officer in the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, Gordon spent three years in a Japanese 

prisoner of war (POW) camp during the Second World War. He chronicled his experiences on 
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the Death Railway in his book Through the Valley of the Kwai. The following is one of his 

stories. 

We found ourselves on the same track with several carloads of Japanese wounded after 

we were freed from the Kwai prison camp. These unfortunates were on their own without 

medical care. No longer fit for action in Burma, they had been packed into railway cars which 

were being returned to Bangkok. They were in a shocking state. I have never seen men filthier. 

Uniforms were encrusted with mud, blood, and excrement. Their wounds, sorely inflamed and 

full of pus, crawled with maggots. The maggots, however, in eating the putrefying flesh, 

probably prevented gangrene. It was apparent why the Japanese were so cruel to their prisoners. 

If they didn’t care for their own, why should they care for us? The wounded looked at us 

forlornly as they sat with their heads resting against the carriages, waiting for death. They had 

been discarded as expendable, the refuse of war. These were the enemy. They were more cowed 

and defeated than we had ever been. 

Without a word most of the officers in my section unbuckled their packs, took out part of 

their ration and a rag or two, and, with water canteens in their hands, went over to the Japanese 

train. Our guards tried to prevent us, bawling, "No goodka! No goodka!" But we ignored them 

and knelt down by the enemy to give water and food, to clean and bind up their wounds. Grateful 

cries of "Aragatto!" ("Thank you") followed us when we left--. I regarded my comrades with 

wonder. Eighteen months ago they would have joined readily in the destruction of our captors 

had they fallen into their hands. Now these same officers were dressing the enemy’s wounds. 

We had experienced a moment of grace, there in those bloodstained railway cars. God 

had broken through the barriers of our prejudice and had given us the will to obey His command, 

"Thou shalt love." 

 This example may be a bit extreme because, likely, none of us will experience 

anything like this, yet it bids us to ask ourselves, will we love our enemies? Is loving our 

enemies possible? Jesus tells us it is. He showed us it is. Amen. 

 


