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1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 

pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the 

one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down 

and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put 

out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we 

have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 

When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So 

they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled 

both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 

knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with 

him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, 

sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 

from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they 

left everything and followed him. 

 

 

A priest who has spent a fruitless day fishing picked out three fat fish in the market. 

“Before you wrap them,” he said to the store manager, “toss them to me, one by one. That way 

I’ll be able to tell the monsignor I caught them, and I’ll be speaking the truth.” 

Fishing can be an exercise in futility. I’ve experienced this as a young girl fishing with 

my dad. I guess when I think about fishing with nets, I assume it would be much more fruitful; 

but I guess that’s not the always case, at least it wasn’t a fruitful fishing day for the men in this 

story. 

Before we get to the fishing part of this story, let’s back up to see what Jesus was up to 

before this particular Jesus-story. Luke tells us that Jesus had begun his ministry, teaching the 

word to all who would listen. We read that after he was tempted by the devil in the wilderness, 

Jesus went to Galilee and began teaching in the synagogues. Verse fourteen of chapter 4 says, he 

was filled with “the power of the Spirit, and news about his spread through the whole 

countryside.” 

He then went to his hometown of Nazareth where he was rejected. Leaving there Jesus 

traveled to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and taught with authority in the synagogue. While in 

the synagogue in that town, he was challenged by a man possessed by a demon. Jesus cast out 

the demon and the people were amazed. The word about Jesus was beginning to spread. 

Jesus left the synagogue and went to Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was 

suffering from a high fever. Jesus was asked to help her, and he healed her. Following this, Jesus 

had a long evening of healing many people who were brought to him with various kinds of 

illnesses. 

Luke tells us then in chapter 4:42, “At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The 

people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from 

leaving them. But he said, ‘I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 

towns also, because that is why I was sent.’ And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of 
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Judea.” Jesus was one busy man, preaching, teaching and healing people, without any help, other 

than that of the Spirit. 

By the time we get to Luke’s Jesus story in chapter five, I have to wonder if Jesus isn’t 

beginning to feel a little exhausted. Even so, Luke tells us that Jesus was teaching God’s good 

news to a large group of people, outdoors, by the lake of Gennesaret. The crowd was so large, 

and it was closing in on him, that he asked some nearby fishermen, who had finished up for the 

day, to take him offshore a bit in their boats so he could continue teaching. They, apparently 

without hesitation, agreed to help him out. The boat Jesus climbed into belonged to Simon, the 

same Simon who’s mother-in-law he healed. 

The tide of Jesus’ solo ministry was about to change. Luke tells us that when Jesus 

finished speaking, he said to Simon, ”let’s go fishing.” It had already been a rotten fishing day 

for Simon and his buddies. They were likely feeling tired and frustrated. Even so, when Jesus 

said, “put out into deep water and let down your nets for a catch,” Simon did so; but not without 

first saying, we’ve done that all day and there is no fish out there to be caught. The nets were 

thrown into the water, with little to no confidence that anything would be caught, and when the 

nets were pulled in, the fishermen had caught more fish than they could actually handle.  

One of the themes we pick up in this story is that of obedience. Jesus told Simon to throw 

out the nets, and he did, admittedly expecting it to be a futile effort. There have been other times 

in the bible when we read about people who’ve been called by God, who have also felt what they 

were called to do were possible. Take Mary, the mother of Jesus, for example. When the 

messenger Gabriel came to tell her she was going to bare a son, she told him that was not 

possible, she was a virgin. And yet, she submitted to God’s will. We all know how that turned 

out.  

The lesson for us then is that followers of Jesus are not necessarily expected to 

understand the reasons for what we are called to do, nor are we always privileged with the 

knowledge of the outcomes for what we are called to do, even so, followers are expected to obey. 

Another theme we extract from this story is that of abundance. When Simon and his 

buddies put out the nets, and then pulled them back in, they didn’t catch a couple of fish, they 

caught an abundance, a superabundance of fish, so many fish that the nets started to break, and 

the fishermen didn’t have enough space in their boats to put all of their catch. 

This is not the only time Jesus performed a miracle of abundance. Jesus fed multitudes of 

people who came to hear him preach. The disciples were asked to bring what they could find 

from people in the crowd. They returned with a mere pittance of food, and Jesus provided more 

food than was need to feed thousands of people. There was so much food that the disciples 

collected leftovers. At the wedding in Cana, when the wine had run out, Jesus miraculously made 

new great wine in abundance for the wedding guests. This is the way Jesus did things. 

Here, not only does Jesus provide an abundance of fish, but he tells Simon, “from now on 

you will be catching people.” Simon did go on to preach the Gospel and he did, indeed, help to 

build in abundance, God’s kingdom. In the book of Acts, also written by Luke, we read that he 

caught an astonishingly large number of people. 

Although we may not know what will happen when we are obedient to Christ’s call on 

us, we can count on something happening. I think we need to be careful, however, that we don’t 

think that if we don’t see something happening in significant numbers, that our efforts were 

worthless.  

The abundance that occurs may not happen instantaneously. Think about the many stories 

in the bible where Jesus and his disciples helped individuals, thereby building God’s kingdom 
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one person at a time. Think also about the ripple effect that occurs when one person’s life is 

changed, and they go on to share the good news and change other people’s lives. As disciples of 

Christ, called to take the good news to the world, we need to remember we need to begin 

somewhere, and obedience to Christ’s call, will bring forth a fruitful abundance. 

A third theme we can find in this text deals with the use of possessions. The story ends 

with the dramatic and abrupt note that, “When they had brought their boats to shore, they left 

everything and followed him.” As one commentator shared, creating a vision I never considered, 

the text says they left “everything,” which includes all those fish they caught, on the shoreline, 

and for all they knew, to rot and within a few days stink up the area. The fishermen, who we 

know became disciples of Jesus, left everything to follow Jesus. 

Joining the mission of Christ requires a willingness to leave our possessions behind to 

follow Jesus, so we can give our full attention to him and the efforts that need to be put forth to 

accomplish the mission he lays before us. It’s easy to find security and pleasure in our stuff. But 

the mission for Christ should always come before our desire for possessions.  

There is yet at least one more over-arching theme that dominates this story and that 

involves the presence of God. There are other Jesus stories that we read where it’s recorded that 

those who heard Jesus speak with authority, and who witnessed his miracles asked, ”Who is this 

man?”  

That’s different here. Simon recognizes Jesus as Lord, even though he does not 

understand fully what that all entails. He sees his own sinful nature in the light of Jesus’ 

greatness. As one commentator wrote: “His sinfulness plays a role here, not because he has 

particular sins to confess, but because he is simply human. He recognizes that the power of Jesus 

is God’s own power, and he responds with the awe that is appropriate before that power.” It is a 

righteous fear that takes over and changes Simon forever. 

I don’t know if you noticed it, but it isn’t until we get to verse 8, that moment when the 

fishermen pull the abundance of fish into their boats, that Luke recognizes Simon, as Simon 

Peter, signifying that a change has begun in Simon. He no longer was, nor would he ever be 

again, the same man he was before he met Jesus. Peter, along with his comrades James and John, 

encountered Jesus which completely redirected their lives. When we recognize Jesus’ presence 

in our lives, it changes us, and it changes the direction of our lives such that we look for ways to 

do his work in our world around us. And he has things for us to do, just as he did for these men. 

Notice that in this story, Jesus did not say to the fishermen, “Come, follow me.” It was 

their own decision, prompted by knowing there was something special about him. Jesus, already 

aware of the role Simon would play in future kingdom-building, simply said to Simon, “Do not 

be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”  

The Greek word for “catching” used here is “zogron.” It is rarely used in the New 

Testament; but it means “to catch alive.” As the fishermen would have known, anyone using nets 

to catch fish, catches them alive, but then those live fish would soon be dead. Jesus was telling 

Simon and his comrades that catching people would be different. It would involve them catching 

and saving people’s lives by directing them to new life in the kingdom of God.  

How could Peter, James and John possibly have known in those few moments exactly 

what Jesus meant by catching people alive? They didn’t. Even so, they felt compelled to follow 

Jesus. Maybe their curiosity got the best of them, and they wanted to know what it meant to be 

“catching people.” 

How could they possibly know how following Jesus would change their lives? From 

Jesus’ perspective, he knew these men were far from perfect; but as we know, he taught them 
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and molded them into the instruments through which the Good News of salvation would prevail 

through even the most challenging of times in history, even to the point, many years later, when 

it reached us. Jesus does the same for us and as a result, the people we meet now and future 

generations will hear about, and meet Jesus Christ. 

This text is often referred to as “the calling of the disciples,” when in fact, there is no 

verbal call. It’s not clear why Simon Peter and the others follow Jesus or what they understand 

about “catching people” instead of fish. What we do know is that they obeyed Jesus’ 

instructions. Because they were obedient...they recognized the presence of God in Jesus, and the 

greatness of his presence humbled them. They threw aside their possessions so they could follow 

Jesus and do what needed to be done to spread the gospel. And we know that eventually, their 

ministry was blessed with an over-abundance of saved souls.  

We know that without complete understanding and without any disclosure about where 

the path of following Jesus would lead them, they trusted him with the journey ahead. That’s 

what disciples of Jesus Christ do.  

That’s what Christians do. Dietrich Bonhoeffer hit the nail on the head when he said, 

"Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ."  


