


[Verse 2] 

To the members of Christ’s body, to the branches of the Vine, to the church in 

faith assembled, to her midst as gift and sign: come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

[Verse 3] 

With the healing of division, with the ceaseless voice of prayer, with the pow’r 

to love and witness, with the peace beyond compare: come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

A MOMENT TO BECOME LIKE CHILDREN 
 

SERVICE OF GIVING 

Call to Giving  

 To love God is to love people. No exceptions. No one who     

ignores the needs of the poor knows God. No one who hates       

another abides in God’s love. Let us show our love for God as we 

offer our gifts, not only to Christ and Christ’s church, but to the 

least and the last. 

 Joyfully…as the living body of Christ…we participate in this 

significant act of worship for the building of God’s kingdom. 

 You may place your offering in the plate at the front of the 

church during the offertory, if you have not done so yet. Or if you 

are watching the service online, we virtually pass the offering plate 

to you and you can prepare your offering to be mailed to or 

dropped off at the church this week; or you can use Paypal on the 

Hagerstowncob webpage.  

Offertory         "God's Care" (Logan)  

*Doxology #119  “Praise God from whom” 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 Let us pray. Bountiful God, you promise that the poor shall eat 

and be satisfied. May your promise be fulfilled through the gifts we 

bring to you this day. Sanctify our offering, that it may be for the 

world a sign of your boundless love and your overflowing abun-

dance. Amen. 
 

SHARING OUR JOYS, CONCERNS, AND HOPES  

Please remember our worship is also on Facebook Live and our website. Please 

do not share any personal information you do not want to be made public.    

An usher will hold the microphone for you while you share.  

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

————————————————–———–——–————————-———————————— 
MORNING WORSHIP                                                                                                                           10:00 AM 

May 2, 2021                                                                   Older Adult Sunday 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   

PRELUDE   "The Mighty Hand of God"                      (Koury) 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Sandy Clipp, Worship Leader 

One:  Christ says: I am the true vine, and my Father is  

  the vinegrower. What do you say? 

All:  Christ is the vine, we are the branches.  

  Shelter us! 

One:  Christ says: You have been cleansed by the word  

  that I have spoken to you. 

All:  Christ is the vine, we are the branches. Prune us! 

One:  Christ says: Abide in me as I abide in you. 

All:  Christ is the vine, we are the branches.  

  Sustain us! 

One:  Christ says: Apart from me you can do nothing. 

All:  Christ is the vine, we are the branches. Save us! 

One:  Christ says: Ask for whatever you wish,  

  and it will be done for you. 

All:  Christ is the vine, we are the branches. Alleluia!  

  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 *OPENING PRAYER 

 God of love, plant us in the soil of your grace. Nurture us with 

the strength of Christ, the vine of everlasting life. Enlighten us 

with the wisdom of your Spirit, which flows through us today and 

all days. Abide in us, that we may abide in you and live in your 

love. In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

  

*HYMN #29  “Like the murmur of the dove’s song”  
 

[Verse 1] 

Like the murmur of the dove’s song, like the challenge of her flight,               

like the vigor of the wind’s rush, like the new flame’s eager might: come,      

Holy Spirit, come. (continued) 



POEMS HONORING OLDER ADULTS 

“The Beauty of Elderly Hands” 

By Kelly Roper 

Although the hands of the elderly may not be 

Smooth, supple, and unblemished, 

They have a beauty all their own. 

Each line, each spot, each scar 

Has its own tale to tell. 

Some are tales of tragedy, others are tales of triumph, 

But they all combine to tell the unique story 

Of that treasured person's life. 

So the next time you're with an elder, 

Gently take that person's hands within your own, 

And look with wonder at a life truly lived. 

   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  

SPECIAL MUSIC     "More of You - Medley"      (Arr. Leatherman)  

                                            Elaine Smith, Soloist 

  

SCRIPTURE READING: John 15:1-8 

 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  He    

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 

that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 

by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me.  I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 

me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 

fruit and become my disciples. 
 

MESSAGE    “Managing the Vine”  

                                            Pastor Twyla Rowe 

 

*HYMN #373  “Thou true Vine, that heals” 

 

[Verse 1] 

Thou true Vine, that heals the nations, Tree of life, thy branches we.    

They who leave thee fade and wither, none bear fruit except in thee. 

Cleanse us, make us sane and simple, till we merge our lives in thine,  

gain ourselves in thee, the Vintage, give ourselves through thee, the Vine. 

 

[Verse 2] 

Nothing can we do without thee; on thy life depends each one.                   

If we keep thy words and love thee, all we ask for shall be done.                   

May we, loving one another, radiant in thy light abide; so through us, 

made fruitful by thee, shall our God be glorified.  

 

*BENEDICTION  

After the Benediction, you may be seated.  

Please continue in a spirit of worship as we listen 

to the Postlude music.   

    

POSTLUDE             "In Heavenly Love Abiding"              (Hagarty) 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
*Please rise — in body or spirit — as an act of worship. 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

(continued) 



The flowers on the Altar are given to the  Glory of God and in loving memory 
and honor of John and Elizabeth Shockey and Earl and Belle Flook, by Lindley 
and Fred Rhodes.   
 
Our thanks to Sandy Clipp for being our worship leader today and to Elaine 
Smith for our special music this morning.  
 
Today we celebrate our Older Adults! Our older adults bring wisdom and expe-
rience to us, and we give them our gratitude and thanks.  
 
“Take a Moment” Prayer. This is the Take a Moment Prayer for the week of 
May 2 - O Keeper of the Vineyard, thank you for the masterful care you pour over 
me. I truly want to bear good fruit; the kind of fruit that leads the lost to you. I 
know I am not alone on this venture. I am only one grape within the cluster of 
grapes on the vine. My church family is working alongside of me, with our Teach-
er and Savior, Jesus Christ, leading the way. I pray for us as we seek to identify 
and implement the plan you have for us to pursue. Help us to let go of the fears 
and comforts that may hold us back from doing our will. Send your Holy Spirit 
upon us to give us the gifts we need to be successful. Inspire and energize us for 
the mission. Reveal to me the role you intend for me to fill so I can do my part. 
Thinking about fulfilling your plan excites me, especially since I know others will 
be blessed when they taste the good fruit we offer them...and they find you. Amen.  
 
Our first session of Junior Church will be held today immediately following the 
children’s story. This is open to ages Kindergarten through Grade 6.  We will 
gather in the Fellowship Hall for a special time  together.  Masks are mandatory 
and social distancing will be observed.  - Christian Education Ministry Team 
 
If you watch us live on Facebook, please click the “like” button. This will aid 
us in keeping attendance.   
 
In order to return to a safe Sunday School Program, the Christian Education 
Ministry Team is trying to ascertain class sizes.  For those of you who are new to 
our program, we have developed a list of available classes and their descriptions 
(see the flyer included in the bulletin).  Sign-up sheets will be available for each 
class.  For those of you who were previously attending or are currently attending 
(virtually) a Sunday School class, we ask that you sign up as well, so that we may 
determine classroom space needs.  We will be working with the Property and   
Finance Ministry Team to accommodate all classes.  Our goal is to reopen by Fall, 
but your safety is our priority.  We are also recruiting teachers at this time.  If you 
are interested in this important ministry of the church, please contact Nancy     
Gingrich (304-274-4029).—Nancy Gingrich 
 
It’s time to renew or subscribe to Messenger magazine, a publication of the 
Church of the Brethren. Current subscribers—you received an email. For those 
who would like to subscribe through the church plan, the cost for a new  subscrip-
tion is discounted to $7.25 for the first year, then rates increase to $14.50 per year. 
If you’d like to subscribe, please place a check in the offering, drop it in Bev’s 
mailbox, or mail it to the church office no later than May 14. For more infor-
mation, visit www.brethren.org/messenger.  You can subscribe individually, but 

(continued) 
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We welcome you to our church and  
rejoice at your participation with us in  
worship. It is our prayer that you will  

experience the presence of God’s Spirit and 
that it will equip you for service and  

ministry in the week ahead.                      
Our Pastor, Deacons, and Cluster Leaders 
are available after worship and during the 

week to listen and assist you in your   
Christian pilgrimage.     

 
THE ANNOUNCER               May 2, 2021 
 

Welcome to today’s worship!  
 

Today is our spring Congregational  
Business Meeting. Please remain in    

your seat in the sanctuary following the 
10:00 AM worship. Everyone is welcome 
to attend although any business matters 

requiring a vote should be acted              
on only by those who have joined         

with the congregation.  
 

Our sympathy is extended to Kristal Brick-
er and her family on the death of her father, 
Bradley “Pete” Routzahn, on March 15, 
2021.  
 
Prayer Concerns for this week: Mary  
Ellen Beachley, Bob Brown, Betsy     Dix-
on, Joy Finniff, Shirley Finniff, Betty 
Hutzel, Debbie Nycum, Elly Stough, Kenny 
Williams, Phyllis Wisherd, Seth Battoe 
(grandson of Dawn Lowenhaupt), Elaine 
Richards (daughter of Mary Rosborough), 
Judy Brezler (friend of Eunice Plank, lung 
cancer), Tony (friend of Debbie Long), 
Mandy Streng (a co-worker of Clair Baker 
needs healing), Doug Hutzell (friend of 
Pam Frusher). 
 
If you or a loved one has surgery sched-
uled, is hospitalized, or would like a visit 
from the pastor, please notify the church.   
 
Each week we lift up several families in 
prayer. Please join with other members of 
the congregation in praying for: Jeremy, 
Kirstie & Adaline Hardy; Al Guyer; Kirk & 
Diane Graham; Mark, Karen, John & 
MaKenna Graber; and Janet Goller.  

http://www.brethren.org/messenger


doing it through the church is a saving. Copies of previous Messengers are in the 
west entrance.  
 
Prayer Walk May 15. The Service & Outreach Team will be doing the annual 
Prayer Walk on Saturday, May 15 to hand out bagged lunches to our neighborhood 
folks.  We need help in assembling the lunches (no cooking involved) starting at 
10:00 AM. We still need 80 individual bags of chips and 200 apples. After we’ve 
packed the bags, we will walk beginning at approximately 11:00 AM. If you would 
like to join us to assemble and/or join us on the walk, please contact Glenn Young 
at 301-331-8010. 
 
Workcamp 2021, August 5-7. Talk to or email coordinator Arn Platou at        
Arnwrite@myactv.net with contact info for any homeowner in or near Hagerstown 
who is elderly, disabled and/or of limited income and needs a minor home        
improvement such as we could consider accomplishing during our church       
workcamp. Projects such as building a wheelchair ramp, replacing some rotting 
porch or deck floorboards or steps, installing grab bars, repairing a leaky faucet, or 
painting walls. The deadline for project ideas is May 16, 2021.   
 
Mid-Atlantic Disaster Relief  Walk-a-Thon. The MAD is having a fundraising 
Walk-a-Thon for Disaster Relief. A copy of the flyer was in the April newsletter 
and part of the digital bulletin this week. A limited number of hard copies are on 
the credenza. Copies are also available via email from the church office.  
 
Mark your calendar for May 16 - Music Sunday! We will have a special com-
bined, blended worship at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary to celebrate worship through 
music and song.   
 
Are you a graduate? It is our tradition to recognize our graduating high school 
seniors and those receiving college degrees in our immediate church family 
(yourself, spouse, child). Please help us determine the members of the graduating  
class by filling out and returning  the form found in the May newsletter to the 
church office  no later than May 14. You may also email the information to Bev at 
secretaryhcob@gmail.com. Please observe the deadline so we can include the list 
in the June Tidings.  
 
Fall Festival. Plans are underway for our Fall Festival which is tentatively sched-
uled for mid-September. Currently, we are looking for new ideas for  activities and 
for people to facilitate them. If you have an idea for an activity that you’d like to 
organize and then run at the Fall Festival, or if you’d like to help in general, please 
contact Glenn Young at 301-331-8010. We’ll have more information when the date 
is confirmed.  
 
Cash for Causes/Martin’s Gift Card Program. Purchase Martin’s gift cards to 
take to the store to pay for your groceries or gas, and 5% of the face value of the 
gift card is a donation to the church and goes toward your yearly charitable contri-
bution. To purchase a card, please contact Larry Kees, Jr. (301-331-0107). We can 
make arrangements to leave cards in your church mailbox or mail them to you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, May 2 
Congregational Business Meeting 
Food Pantry Sunday 
8:30am  Praise Worship, Fellowship Hall 
10:00am  Worship w/Junior Church, Sanctuary & Facebook Live  
           (facebook.com/hagerstowncob) 
Monday, May 3 
Church office closed 
Wednesday, May 5 
12:00pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
6:30pm  HCOB softball, Fairgrounds Park 
Thursday, May 6 
5:30pm  Praise Band rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm  Brethren Bells rehearsal 
7:30pm  Temple Choir rehearsal 
Friday, May 7 
8:00am  Bulletin preparation time, Church Office 
Sunday, May 9—Mother’s Day 
8:30am  Praise Worship, Fellowship Hall 
10:00am  Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live  
   (facebook.com/hagerstowncob) 
 
 

 
 

The church calendar is online at 
www.hagerstowncob.org.  

Click the calendar tab. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

• All small group meetings are to be held 
in approved areas.  

• Masks are mandatory.   

• We will continue to follow regulatory  
guidelines regarding gatherings.  

• Watch your email. We will notify you of 
any changes as quickly as possible.  

• Our Facebook views numbers increase as 
people continue to find and watch older 

You may mail your offering to  
15 S. Mulberry Street,  

Hagerstown MD 21740 
OR  

you can make a secure offering donation  
on our website using PayPal 

Statistics  

  

Period 4/21/21-4/27/21 
General Fund…………..….   $4,965.24 
(including PayPal) 
 

2021 weekly average  
needed/ 52 Sundays: ...…    $5,265.00 
 

4/25—8:30 AM attendance…....n/a 
4/25—10:00 AM attendance …113 
4/25—Facebook views……….. 659  
 

The General Fund offering does not   
include monies given for any designated 
fund  (Building Fund, Good Samaritan, 

etc.), Cash for Causes cards, memorials, 
or any other monies designated to a   

particular gift or fund. For total offerings, 
please review the financial statement  
provided by the  Assistant Treasurer. 

 
We update information  

as it becomes available. 

http://www.brethren.org/ac2021
http://www.hagerstowncob.org


Hagerstown COB has many opportunities for you to consider when 
choosing a Sunday School Class (no-they aren’t all based on age)! 
 
Children/Youth Classes 
Nursery/Toddler – Consists of infant through Age 4 and is held in the 
Nursery on the second floor of the main building. 
 
Kindergarten – 2nd Grade - For ages 5 through Second Grade. Uses the 
Shine Curriculum and meets in Room 204 on the second floor. 
 
Elementary/Multi-age Department – for grades 3-6.  This Department 
also uses the Shine Curriculum and meets on the Third Floor in Room 
308. 
 
Youth – for grades 7-12.  The Youth will be studying a variety of topics, 
including biblical studies, theology, and pop culture to help them discern 
God’s will for their life.  This class meets in The Attic. 
 
Adult Classes 
 
Christian Lifestyle Class – When we stopped having Sunday School in 
March 2020, this class was in a year-long study of the book, "We Make 
the Road By Walking" by Brian McLaren.  The book offers one to ex-
plore what a difference an honest, living, growing faith can make in our 
world today.  Each reading invites one to cultivate an honest, intelligent        
understanding of the Bible and Christian faith in the 21st century. Each 
reading also provides discussion questions designed to challenge, stimu-
late, and encourage us to live joyfully and responsibly in today's world as 
agents of God's justice, creativity, and peace.  These readings give us an 
organized overview of the whole Bible around the traditional church 
year.  Once Sunday School can open safely again, they will begin all over 
again with the book.  This class meets in the Rainbow Room on second 
floor. This class is taught by Loyal Vanderveer, Lester and Esther Bo-
leyn.   

 
Contemporary Christian Conversations – This class is a discussion-
based class lead by Pastor Twyla, who selects, in conjunction with the 
class, timely spiritual themes to discuss as a group over a period of 
weeks.  Currently, they are discussing lessons on Missional Ministry 
from the book, “So Beautiful” by Leonard Sweet.  This class meets in the   
Altruistic Room (off the back of the Fellowship Hall).   
 
Ordinary People Class – The inspiration for this class’s name came 
from a sermon taught by former pastor, Guy Wampler, on how God 
chooses ordinary people to do His work.  BC (Before Covid) this class 
decided to follow up on our previous year of reading through the entire 
Bible, by spending time on each Book, starting with the New Testament.  
They were currently up to the book of Luke.  Ed Brewer is writing the  
curriculum for this class, which he teaches, along with Janet Goller. This 
class meets in Room 302 located on the third floor. 
 
United Workers Class – This Class has decided to combine with anoth-
er class, so current members are invited to choose a class of their prefer-
ence, to attend. 
 
Class locations are subject to change, depending on class size and the 
need for social distancing.  Christian Education Ministry Team will be 
working with the Property and Finance Ministry Team to provide appro-
priate meeting space. 
 
We are currently recruiting Sunday School teachers, particularly for the 
Nursery and Youth Classes. If you are interested, please contact Nancy 
Gingrich (304-274-4029). 



Flyer by Ann Platou 


