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1 The heavens keep telling the wonders of God, 

    and the skies declare what he has done. 
2 Each day informs the following day; 

    each night announces to the next. 
3 They don’t speak a word, and there is never 

    the sound of a voice. 
4 Yet their message reaches all the earth, 

    and it travels around the world. 

In the heavens a tent is set up for the sun. 
5 It rises like a bridegroom and gets ready like a hero 

    eager to run a race. 
6 It travels all the way across the sky. 

    Nothing hides from its heat. 
7 The Law of the Lord is perfect it gives us new life. 

His teachings last forever, and they give wisdom 

    to ordinary people. 
8 The Lord’s instruction is right; it makes our hearts glad. 

His commands shine brightly, and they give us light. 
9 Worshiping the Lord is sacred; he will always be worshiped. 

All of his decisions are correct and fair. 
10 They are worth more than the finest gold 

    and are sweeter than honey from a honeycomb. 
11 By your teachings, Lord, I am warned; 

    by obeying them, I am greatly rewarded. 
12 None of us know our faults. Forgive me when I sin 

without knowing it. 
13 Don’t let me do wrong on purpose, Lord, 

    or let sin have control over my life. 

Then I will be innocent, and not guilty of some terrible fault. 
14 Let my words and my thoughts be pleasing to you, Lord, 

    because you are my mighty rock and my protector. 

 

Do you have a 16-ounce jar on honey in your pantry? Imagine that you do if you don’t. 

That 16-ounce jar of honey in your pantry exists only because tens of thousands of bees flew 

some 112,000 miles in a relentless pursuit of nectar gathered from 4.5 million flowers. Every one 

of those foraging bees was female. By the time each died—living all of 6 weeks during honey 

making season—she had flown about 500 miles in 20 days outside the hive. 

As these bees were flying themselves to death, production inside the hive continued with 

stupendous efficiency, as follows: A bee brings nectar to the hive, carried tidily in her “honey 

stomach.” The bee is greeted by a younger homebody receiver bee, who relieves her of her load. 

A receiver bee deposits nectar into a cell, reducing its water content and raising its sugar level by 

fanning it with her wings and regurgitating it up to 200 times, killing microbes along the way. 

More bees surround this cell and others fan them with their wings 25,000 times or so, turning 



“The Revelation of God” – January 23, 2022 

 

nectar into honey. When the honey is ripe, wax specialists arrive to cap off the cells. That is how 

every single ounce of every single honey pot, bottle or jar in the world – hundreds of thousands 

of them – is brought into being. 

“Every gulp of raw honey is a distinct, unique, unadulterated medley of plant flavor; a 

sweet, condensed garden in your mouth,” writes Holley Bishop, an awed amateur beekeeper 

trying her level best with ordinary English to capture a miracle. 

Amazing, isn’t it? The same thing is true for us when we try to put into words the 

greatness of God as we see him revealed through creation. We gaze at the mountains, the oceans, 

the fields of corn, a newborn calf, the flowers, the birds—all of nature—and we stand in awe of 

God. 

Psalm 19 makes this point…and more. The psalm testifies to the inseparable involvement 

of God both with the cosmos and with humanity. The psalm is often treated by commentators as 

two separate psalms; the first six verses dealing with creation and the rest of the psalm dealing 

with God’s law. But to treat these as two separate sections is to miss the essential message about 

the revelation of God and God’s involvement with the world.  

There’s no doubt that the first half of the Psalm declares that God reveals himself to 

humanity through nature. Nature announces God’s greatness, obviously not with words but by 

reaching out to our senses. God stirs our senses of touch, sight, sound and smell through nature,  

enlightening us with his very presence.  

God reveals himself in the enormity of creation. God’s praiseworthy works fill the 

universe. Evidence of himself through nature is found even in the smallest remotest of places. I 

know I marvel when I see how plants, like a dandelion, can bloom through the cracks of a 

pavement—something you would not think possible. Yet, it’s there because God makes anything 

possible. God reveals himself in the highest of heavens and in the deepest of oceans. Through 

nature, everyone can see God, not just Christians. 

In the apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans, chapter 1, verses 19 and 20, he refers to Psalm 

19 as he makes a point for the fact that no one has an excuse for denying the existence of God. 

He says, “They (meaning the wicked and sinful people) know everything that can be known 

about God, because God has shown all to all of  them. God’s eternal power and character cannot 

be seen. But from the beginning of creation, God has shown his power and character through all 

he has made. Paul says, that’s why those who are evil don’t have any excuse,” for denying the 

existence of God. 

It is the transition from Psalm 19:6 to 19:7 that causes problems for many commentators. 

They view it as being an abrupt transition from speaking of God’s revelation through nature into 

the recognition that there is law—God’s law to submit to. The transition really is not as abrupt as 

one might think. It is the privilege and responsibility of this great Creator God of ours to provide 

guidance and instruction for us—His beloved children. God, who commands the movements of 

the sun, creating day and night, energizes the earth and supports life; in the same way guides us 

with his instructions, giving us meaning and purpose.  

Therefore, wisely, the psalmist proclaims in the second half of Psalm 19 that God reveals 

himself through scripture. The actual word that David, the author of this Psalm, did not 

specifically mean “scripture.” He didn’t have the bible to refer to; but he names God’s 

instruction, law, regulations, commands and judgements, all which can be found in our holy 

scriptures. 

David recognized that while nature tells us of and shows us God; scripture gives us 

particulars about God and how God wants us to live and behave if we want to be a part of His 
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kingdom. The scriptures that David spoke of did not include everything that we have available to 

us.  

We have the scriptures that tell us about Jesus. It was through Jesus that God came to 

earth and revealed himself in an unexpected way by becoming one of us. God’s law, commands, 

instructions were revealed to us in a new way through Jesus. The way of salvation was made 

clear through Jesus.  

The modern tendency is to see scripture in a restrictive way, robbing us of joy and 

suffocating our happiness. David, on the other hand, tells us that scripture revives our being 

(v.7a), gladdens our hearts (v. 8a)...gives light to the eyes (v. 8b). He doesn’t see scripture 

depressingly. David says the law revives us, makes us wise and rewards us with freedom to 

experience joy in our lives. It’s not meant to put chains on us. Scripture points out danger and 

warns us, and then points to success and guides us. 

By our growing understanding of God’s will and our obedience to God’s will we are 

drawn closer to God. Our spirits are opened to fellowship with God and with each other. God’s 

intent, through scripture, is to reach out to us and make the way clear for us to have a life of 

hope, peace and joy. The Word assures us of God’s love for us. It’s a love that is so deep that it 

washes us clean from our sin that causes us to drift from God. Notice, even without the Good 

News of Jesus Christ, David understood this. 

In verses 12-13, the psalmist assures us that when we fail, drift from God, maybe 

unknowingly, God does not leave us. Sometimes as we recognize our failures and we get down 

on ourselves, we may allow them to cripple us. It may make us question ourselves and our faith 

and leave us feeling fearful that we can’t possibly do or be who God wants us to be. But, as the 

psalmist reminds us, God completely forgives us. God even forgives those sins we unknowingly 

do. 

There’s more to learn from this psalm. While nature points to the existence of God and 

the bible tells us about salvation, God’s people should not keep this good news to themselves. 

We need to explain it to others, to those who do not recognize this revelation of God through 

nature, which they cannot help but see; and through the Word which they may not have heard or 

may not understand.  

Referring back to the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Roman’s that alludes to Psalm 19, we 

find Paul was making the point that, yes, the lost people can see God around them through 

nature, and maybe even through the kindness of others, but they still need to hear someone 

testify for God.  

The lost need to hear us tell them about God. The bible tells the message of salvation; but 

God’s people need to explain it, both through words and action. The denial of God’s existence, 

and ignorance to God’s Word leaves a huge void in the sinner’s life. We can help the lost find 

what they are looking for to fill that void—God who is greater than life itself, greater than the 

deepest darkest pit that can swallow the joy of life. 

How happy we are when we gaze upon the beauty of nature; and in those moments, feel a 

special connection with God. How wonderful is the peace we feel when we know we are 

pleasing God’s as we are obedient to His Word. God reveals himself to us through nature and 

through the scriptures, and we respond with worship and obedience. 

But even more, as we put these two themes from this psalm together and ponder upon 

them, we find that God wants to reveal himself to us to with the full intention of being involved 

in our lives, up close and personal. Do we understand that, and do we realize what that means for 

us?  
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In the midst of our joy, God is there, celebrating with us. And how reassuring it is to 

know that God is there in the not-so-good times of our lives. When we have drifted away, or 

when life throws us a bad curve, we discover that our amazing, great, creating, all-knowing, 

indescribable  

God is there for us, right in the midst of whatever we are dealing with in our lives. He 

reveals himself to us in a variety of ways, if we will but take moments to find Him. God’s 

greatness is not distant from us. God’s greatness is not limited to something that can be 

appreciated.  

This psalm invites us to a deeper realization about the nature of God and God’s purpose 

for revealing himself to us. God with all that makes Him God, brings himself right into our lives. 

Ponder that. Try and get your head around that. It’s impossible to fully comprehend God’s 

greatness. When we realize that God loves us so much that he wants to be present in our lives, 

and he wants us to know his presence, we will find joy, we will find compassion when the 

nightmares is life strikes us down, we can rest in him with peace, and we know we can tackle 

anything that comes along in our lives. 

Pastor James Moore of Houston, Texas, tells a story about a young man whose wife had 

died, leaving him with a small son. Back home from the cemetery, they went to bed early 

because there was nothing else he could bear to do. 

As he lay there in the darkness, grief-stricken and heartbroken, the little boy broke the 

stillness from his little bed with a disturbing question, “Daddy, where is mommy?” 

The father got up and brought the little boy to bed with him, but the child was still 

disturbed and restless, occasionally asking questions such as, “Why isn’t she here?” and, “When 

is she coming back?” 

Finally the little boy said, “Daddy, if your face is toward me, I think I can go to sleep 

now.” In a little while, he was quiet. 

The father lay there in the darkness, and then in childlike faith, prayed this prayer: “O 

God, I don’t see how I can survive this. The future looks so miserable, but if Your face is toward 

me, somehow I think I can make it.” 

That’s what the psalmist wants us to understand and realize. God’s presence through 

nature and the Word assures us: that God’s face is always toward us. Nothing ever will be able to 

separate you from His love. Now, that’s real peace and joy Amen. 

May God’s revealing of himself through creation and the Word permeate your whole 

being—mind, body and spirit—allowing you to be free to know and dwell with the joy He 

brings. Amen.  

 


