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The Transfiguration 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 

up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone 

like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses 

and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 

wish, I[a] will make three dwellings[b] here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a 

voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved;[c] with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When 

the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and 

touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they looked up, they saw no 

one except Jesus himself alone. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 

vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 

 

In 2003, Don and I attended the Annual Conference in Boise, Idaho. We extended our 

trip a few days so that we could do some sight-seeing in that part of the country. We rented a car 

and one day began a journey that took us deep into the breath-taking wilderness and mountains.  

At some point we came to signs for a mountain journey up to Heaven’s Gate. The 

mountain rises to 8429 feet above sea level. We decided to make the journey up the mountain. 

It’s possible to drive the whole way up the mountain, except for the last 270 feet to the summit 

where there’s a lookout building. 

It was a beautiful, at times rigorous, and an interesting drive. At one point ,we found 

ourselves driving through a horse pasture. At first, we were not sure we should be there, but we 

kept going and, sure enough, we were going the right way. The closer we got to the top of the 

mountain, the narrower the dirt path got; and eventually, the path was right on the edge of the 

mountain, where looking out the window, you could see a long straight way down. What made it 

even a bit more frightening was that we came upon snow the higher up we went. Our little car 

was not happy about plowing through the snow, but we kept slipping and sliding, little by little, 

until we finally reached the parking lot just below the summit. 

Relieved that we made it safely, we parked the car and got out to walk around and take in 

the beautiful scene of the surrounding mountains and of the canyon below. The view was 

expansive and breathtaking. I don’t know if we knew it before we arrived at the top of the 

mountain, but the canyon below was named Hell’s Canyon National Recreation Area. I found it 

to be fitting that from where we were standing at Heaven’s Gate, we looking down on Hell’s 

Canyon. 

For me, this scenario is a good illustration for the life journey. Everyone has many 

mountaintop and valley experiences. And, if there’s one thing I’ve learned from my life journey, 

it’s that walking through the valleys, the low, dark, challenging, painful experiences and feelings 

of life is a requirement to get to the next mountaintop—the peaceful, joy-filled, moments of life.  

The twenty-third Psalm makes this point when it says, “Yea though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me. ” Many of us hear the 
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words, “thou art with me,” which is comforting,  but what about the walking part of that verse, 

are we tuned into hearing those words, too? It doesn’t say, while we sit, or while we do nothing, 

it says, as we walk, indicating there is movement in our souls and minds, and depending on the 

situation, there may be movement in our physical existence. 

Through today’s text, in what is known as the transfiguration of Jesus, we find ourselves 

taken to a mountaintop again—this time, along with Jesus and three of his disciples. What 

happened there was amazing, even life changing. But before we focus too much on what 

happened on the mountaintop, let’s take a look at what happened just prior to this experience, 

particularly as it relates to the disciple Peter. 

The scripture tells us that the transfiguration occurred six days after Peter’s dramatic 

personal confession that Jesus is the “Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” Jesus responded to 

Peter’s confession, telling him that he will inherit “the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” That had 

to be a high moment for Peter, knowing the great Teacher and Messiah was pleased with him. 

However, shortly afterwards, Jesus began telling his disciples about how he must go to 

Jerusalem where he will suffer and die. Upon hearing this, Peter began having some 

apprehension about Jesus’ identity and ministry. Peter took Jesus aside and scolded him, and told 

him that this will never happen. Jesus then turned to Peter and said to him, “Get behind me 

Satan! You are a stumbling block to me. You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 

merely human concerns.” That had to hurt! 

One moment, Peter was high on a mountaintop because Jesus told him that he would 

inherit the keys to the kingdom of heaven; and the next moment, Peter must have felt like he was 

in a dark valley because Jesus called him Satan. Peter’s quick-turn experience is not unusual. It’s 

amazing how quickly things can change for us, too. One moment life is good, and we feel on top 

of the world; but then something comes along and turns our world upside-down, leaving us 

feeling lost and alone, not knowing which way to turn. 

Going back to Peter’s story, this could have been the end of Peter’s journey with Jesus. I 

mean, think about it, Jesus had just called him Satan, how would you feel. There are many others 

who chose not to follow Jesus for much less than this. We don’t know what was said or what 

happened to Peter during those six days before the transfiguration. What we do know is that 

Jesus took Peter along with himself, James and his brother John to the mountaintop. 

Obviously, Jesus did not abandon Peter, and Peter overcame his valley wandering by 

remaining faithful to Jesus. Together they walked out of the valley and climbed the high 

mountain, and the experience at the top of the mountain was extraordinary. There on the 

mountaintop, Jesus was “transfigured before them.” He was mystical and brilliant. His face 

shone as did his clothes. Jesus radiated light.  

That would have been enough to stun the disciples and perhaps even Jesus, but then 

Moses and Elijah, two heroes of the faith, also strolled into the scene and started a friendly chat 

with Jesus. And as if that was not enough to make the journey up the mountain worthwhile, 

God’s voice broke through affirming Jesus’ call. What an incredible scene it was on that 

mountaintop! How could the disciples not be changed after experiencing this!  

Even the two disciples who were not carrying upon themselves the same burden that 

Peter was carrying in his being, had to be changed by this mountaintop experience! That’s right. 

Let’s not forget about the other two disciples. From what we know from the text, their journey to 

the mountaintop was different. We might conclude that their journey in the valley was not as 

upsetting as was Peter’s. Yet, along with Peter, they followed Jesus to the mountaintop. 
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We, too, do not walk the same paths of life. We all have different experiences that 

influence our lives. We also may be a part of a similar experience, yet we process the experience 

differently, or it impacts us differently. Our valley journeys may be different, some very 

traumatic , others more ordinary or habitual; but still a faith community dedicated to following 

Jesus will travel together through the valleys, whether they be dark and treacherous or less than 

spectacular and uneventful, and then climb to the mountaintops where the glory of God will 

richly bless us. 

Those of you who are from HCOB have been through a valley recently. I don’t think we 

can say that we are in the same place we were only six or seven months ago. We’ve been 

climbing out of the valley to the mountaintop, following Jesus, to take in a glorious view full of 

promise and hope. The sky is the limit in where we will go from here as we follow Jesus. 

We also have with us our brothers and sisters from Otterbein, who are on a painful 

journey through a valley of their own. I hope you know that you are not alone. Not only is our 

Savior walking with you, even carrying you in your darkest feeling moments, but we are walking 

with you, too. In Christ, there are no lines that separate us—we are one in his Spirit, and we 

follow him together. 

And also, our brother and District Executive, Gene, surely you travel through valleys as 

you fulfill your call to serve the congregations of this district. You help us through pain, you 

carry burdens for us. You sacrifice time from your family to help our churches. May you feel the 

anointing of our prayers for you as you walk through the valleys. May you feel our love and 

support making the journey with you. And may the joy you find through the experiences you 

have at the mountaintops revitalize you, give you inner peace, and grace you with the 

unimaginable deep love of God. 

Everyone, individually and corporately as a family of faith, finds themselves at times in 

the valleys of life. May we always be looking up, focusing on Jesus as we climb our way out of 

the valleys onto one Godly mountaintop after another. The view there will be spectacular, and 

life changing. Amen. 

 

 


