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“Dr. Rod Cooper, a professor at Denver Seminary, grew up on a pig farm. 

In one field there were 200 or 300 little pigs running around. Every day at 4 a.m. he went out to 

feed them, and when he walked in, they would all scatter except for one little pig that would 

come up and chew on his shoe.  One day, Cooper picked him up and began to pet him. Soon the 

piglet started to squirm, wanting to be put down to run free.  Cooper said to the little fella, ‘I’ll 

let you down when I’m ready.’ 

 “At this point, the little pig let out a squeal and in about two seconds about 30 sows 

weighing about 600 pounds each came running.  Cooper says, ‘I was ready! I put him down and 

headed for the fence, barely making it over before they caught me. They were snorting and 

daring me to bother one of their kids…. If one of God’s creatures is as sensitive to a squeal, how 

much more sensitive is God to us? Just one squeal away we have resources.’”1 

 This past week at our annual Vacation Bible School, we learned about Farm Fresh Faith.  

The theme scripture from Psalm 36 was paired with the story of Joseph, as in the one with the 

multi-colored coat, not the father of Jesus.  Through Joseph’s life, we learned how God’s 

steadfast love does indeed extend to the heavens and faithfulness to the clouds.  Joseph’s story 

reminded us that God is just one squeal away when things aren’t going well.  Even when life 

seems a mess, God is still with us and God is still faithful. 

 Throughout the week, we learned from the names of Barnyard animals about how God is 

Faithful, how we are Blessed, how to be Patient when things don’t seem to be going right, how 

to be Hopeful in difficult times, and how to trust in God’s Promise.  The goal of the week was 

for our children to learn that God is always faithful, even when life’s circumstances may not feel 

that way. 

 This is an important lesson for our children to understand, and adults for that matter.  Too 

often we unintentionally communicate to our children that as long as we believe in God, and 

have faith in his son, all of life will be easy.  We inaccurately teach our children that as long as 

we are following God’s plan, all will be perfect.  What this actually communicates is that when 

things aren’t going well, then we must have upset God.  This isn’t helpful and it often leads 

children to think that God hates them or at least is indifferent toward them when things go wrong 

in their lives.  This teaches children that they can in some way earn God’s love and mercy rather 

than its being a gift that is freely offered.  We would be better off teaching them the lesson that 

hard times do come in every life, but God never leaves us.  This is Farm Fresh Faith. 

 Farming is hard work.  While I myself didn’t grow up on a farm, my childhood home was 

across from a field of cows.  I remember watching the caretaker call the cows in to eat and 

occasionally track down the cow that had masterfully escaped through a weak spot in the fence.  

I also watched my grandfather and his siblings care for the citrus farm in Florida.  I heard my 

father tell stories about not only tending to the groves but preparing rabbits for food, attending to 

new calves, and making sure you got out of the bull’s way.  Farmers are at the mercy of good 

weather, healthy animals and consistent hard work.  Farming is not for the faint of heart. 

 Psalm 36 reminds us that God is our protector.  In many ways, he is like the farmer, 

tending to and carrying for the field and livestock.  The Psalm says that animals and humans 

alike can depend on God’s salvation.  We can take refuge in the shadow of God’s wings and in 

God’s presence we receive all the sustenance we need to live.   
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 When we put this Psalm in conversation with the story of Joseph, it may cause us to ask 

questions of divine power and providence.  If God is a farmer, if God is a protector, if God is a 

sustainer, why would God allow such awful things to happen to Joseph?  If God is able to save 

us, why doesn’t God always save?  This is the question that is asked in a popular African 

American spiritual: “He delivered Daniel from the lion’s den, Jonah from the belly of the whale, 

the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace, then why not every man?”  

 African slaves first encountered Christianity when they became the “property” of white 

Christians.  But in a wonderful twist, they found meaning and liberation in the very scripture that 

was used to justify their enslavement.  They found a spiritual kinship to the children of Israel and 

an intimate connection with the suffering Christ.  Through spirituals like “Didn’t my Lord 

deliver Daniel,” slaves could point to a God who was watching and was aware of their 

sufferings, just like God was in scripture.  While the chorus questions God’s current inaction, the 

verses sing of the judgement of King Jesus and a day when the slave will step onto the Gospel 

ship to be taken over to Canaan’s shore, a metaphor for heaven.  It’s a song of liberation, even 

when God’s just action seems missing in the current moment.2 

 There is a difference between saying that God will protect you from all evil and that God 

has the ability to transform any evil into good.  Joseph could have given up many times.  He 

could have lost his faith saying, “God has not provided for me and I have suffered 

tremendously.”  Instead, Joseph allowed God to transform each moment into something good.  

At the end of Joseph’s story, he reminded his brothers that he holds nothing against them 

because even though they intended to do him harm, God intended it for good—not that God 

made it happen, but that God was able to do good despite Joseph’s brothers’ evil intentions.  God 

was able to turn Joseph being sold into slavery and resulting imprisonment into an opportunity to 

save numerous people from a severe famine. 

 Elisabeth Kubler-Ross writes, “Over the years, I have learned that every life 

circumstance, even a crisis, can nourish your soul. Recently, the farm and home that I have loved 

so much for so many years burned down in a horrible fire. Everything that I owned, without 

exception, was lost. There was even speculation that foul play was involved.  At moments like 

this, we stand at a fork in the road. If we take the fork most commonly traveled, we collapse, we 

give up, feeling hopeless and defeated. We focus on the negatives, losing ourselves in the 

"problem." We point to our unhappy circumstances to rationalize our negative feelings. This is 

the easy way out. It takes, after all, very little effort to feel victimized.  We can, however, take 

the other fork. We can view the unhappy experience as an opportunity for a new beginning. We 

can keep our perspective, look for the growth opportunities, and find an inner reservoir of 

strength.”3  

 That inner reservoir comes from the knowledge that God is always with us.  “God’s 

steadfast love overarches like the blue Mediterranean sky.  God’s faithfulness fills the vault of 

heaven like the massed clouds.  God’s righteousness rises like a mountain range.  God’s 

judgments abide like the fathomless sea.  Humans and animals alike can depend on God’s saving 

and providential activity.”4  This knowledge is the rock on which we build our house that can 

withstand any storm. 

 Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman once answered the question of why God allows suffering in 

the world with a parable: “Imagine a city dweller visits a farm and marvels over the green 
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pastures. The farmer walks in with his shovel and turns over the soil. The city dweller is aghast. 

These were beautiful green pastures, and now it’s all mud. The farmer proceeds to take perfectly 

clean seeds and sprinkle them all over the mud. The city dweller is again aghast. With time, the 

seeds sprout and a golden field of grain waves in the wind. Finally, the city dweller understands 

that what appeared to be destructive was in fact constructive. To grow a golden field of grain, 

you have to kill the beautiful grass, turn over the soil and plant the seeds.”5 

 It may be that in our feelings of being uprooted, God is able to plant something new.  

While it may not have been God’s will for you to struggle, and it certainly is not God’s will for 

you to be in pain, God can make something beautiful out of even the most broken pieces.  Even 

when the ground around us feels torn up and unstable, God can use this fertile ground for a 

whole new purpose.  All we need do is trust that God is always with us, is always loving, and is 

always faithful.  Now that is some farm fresh faith. 
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