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Scripture: Selections from Revelation 21-22 

 

Pastor Tim 

 Alpha, the first letter of the Greek alphabet, the symbol of beginning.  In Revelation 21, 

God declares that he is the Alpha.  He is the beginning and he is the also the end. 

 The beginning.  Can you remember the beginning? The beginning of this Bible Reading 

all the way back with Genesis was filled with anticipation.  I remember so many of you were 

excited to embark on this journey.  Then, we started into the story of scripture.  We started off in 

the beautiful garden, and things went sour so fast. After Adam and Eve ate that forbidden fruit, 

human communities just seemed to deteriorate.   

 Do you remember Cain and Abel, the children of Adam and Eve?  One of my favorite 

Christian authors, Brian Zahnd, reminds people that the very beginning of human civilization is 

founded upon murder when Cain kills his brother Abel.  Upon this murder, Cain goes on to 

establish the first city and along with it, human civilization.  The origin of the city of Rome is 

similar.  Brothers Romulus and Remus were abandoned and raised by wolves.  When they grew 

up, they sought to build a great city but disagreed on its location, so Romulus killed his brother 

Remus and built the city on his preferred location and named it after himself, Rome.  Human 

civilization is a little messed up and we agree upon that across origin stories.1 

 A phrase is repeated in scripture, “the foundations of the world.”  These Old Testament 

origin stories are like our opportunity to look down into the foundations of our world.  Author 

Gil Bailie uses a poem from Richard Wilbur which says, “The carpenter’s made a hole in the 

parlor floor, and I’m standing staring down into it now at four o’clock in the evening.”   

 A hole in the parlor floor. Why is it there? It seems the renovations are still very much in 

progress, but the bystander now has the opportunity to stand in the parlor and peer down into the 

foundations of the old home.  Bailie, taking thought from philosopher Rene Girard, says that the 

hole in the parlor floor was made by a Galilean Carpenter, Jesus Christ, to give people an 

opportunity to peer down into the foundations of our civilization and discover those things 

hidden since the foundations of the world.2  And what do we discover when we peer down? Sin, 

death, murder, violence. 

 Matthew’s Gospel quotes from the Psalms as Jesus says in 13:35, “I will open my mouth 

to speak in parables; I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundations of the 

world.”  Jesus seeks to unveil for us the Alpha, the real beginning.  But when we look in, we are 

confronted with the human condition. 

 And so, throughout the Old Testament, we see definite human sinfulness and God 

bringing temporary solutions.  God calls Abraham and his kin to be his people. Maybe through 

them, we might spread the blessing of God across the world.  No, this doesn’t quite work as 

Abraham falls victim to sin and his family doesn’t always act so obediently to the Lord.  So, 

when the Israelites are enslaved in Egypt, maybe the great and mighty acts of God who set them 

free will serve as a catalyst to correct their sinful disobedience…no, sin remains as the people 

complain against God.  Maybe the establishment of the Tabernacle and eventually the Temple 

and the sacrificial system that came with them—maybe such a system, would cleanse the 

people?  No, the temple sacrificial systems and the priests who orchestrated it were manipulated 

and futile.  Maybe if God would send prophets to challenge the kings and leaders with the word 

of God—maybe that would solve the problem of our erring ways.  No, the prophets were often 

                                                 
1 Zahnd, Brian. Beauty will save the world. Charisma House, 2012. Kindle Edition loc 1539. 
2 Bailie, Gil. Violence unveiled. Crossroads Book, 1995. pp. 3-7. 
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ignored and rejected.  Sin, the problem riddling humankind since our foundation remains our 

issue which separates us from God despite efforts to reconnect. 

 So, by the end of the Old Testament, the chosen people are scattered and exiled.  And a 

remnant of God’s people returns to Jerusalem to try again.  But will things be any different?  The 

Alpha problem of sin remains, and nothing has yet cured us of the big problem we can see in the 

big hole in the parlor floor.  

 Yet along with this remnant’s return was a prophecy of hope and promise that someday, a 

new anointed one, a great ruler would come to lead our people.  This Messiah would get to the 

root of our problem and save us. Savior, come quickly.  To be continued. 

 

Pastor Audrey 

 Omega — the last letter of the alphabet.  In Revelation 21, God is called both the Alpha 

and the Omega.  The beginning and the end.  We’ve already heard about the beginning, now let’s 

talk about the end.  Revelation is a difficult book to preach one sermon about because of the 

symbolic language it uses that must be interpreted.  Revelation is, I think, the most 

misinterpreted and abused book of the Bible.  It is often used to create fear and condemn our 

enemies rather than to speak a truth about who God is and how we are to ready ourselves for 

God’s kingdom to come.  Let me be clear: if we are reading Revelation in order to condemn 

others, we are reading it wrong.  If we are reading Revelation to inspire us to put behind 

lukewarm faith, then we are beginning to understand Revelation. 

 But before we get to the ultimate end, let’s look at how the Old Testament turned the 

page into the New Testament.  With the last words from Malachi, we are left wondering about 

this Messiah, this savior that the prophets preached about—the one who would restore God’s 

people.  When we turn the page to the New Testament, we first read the Gospel accounts that 

clearly connect this man named Jesus with the prophetic words of the Old Testament.  In the 

Gospels and the book of Acts we read the early attempts at making a case for Jesus being the 

Messiah. We call this apologetics when someone attempts to lay out a well-thought-out and 

reasonable argument for something.  By reaching back into Old Testament prophecy, early 

Christians understood the hope and promise of a savior in Hebrew Scripture as clearly met in 

Jesus.  Therefore, if Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah long waited for, how are we to respond?  

The Gospels, Paul, and other letter writers seek to answer this question by speaking in general 

terms about what it means to be faithful as well as by seeking to answer specific questions about 

things like circumcision, food consumption, how to live in community, and how to care for one 

another. 

 The book of Revelation is a different kind of book in the New Testament.  Many of you 

know that it is referred to as an apocalyptic book.  This word has been misused by pop culture to 

mean the end of the world.  But apocalypse simply means unveiling or revealing.  Revelation 

shouldn’t be understood in the same genre as the end of the world movies filling pop culture 

right now, but instead it should be understood as a book the reveals something — something that 

has been hidden since the foundations of the earth. 

 God is the beginning — in God all things come into being.  But God is also the omega — 

God is the end.  The word “end” in Revelation comes from the Greek word telos, which carries 

the meaning of ultimate purpose or perfect completeness.  It is not just the finality of something, 

like a dead end of a road or where the sidewalk ends, but it is the fulfillment of something.  

Everything has been leading to that exact moment.   
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 In Revelation 21 God also says, “It is done.”  This word is different than the word used 

for end. Rather than being the true ending of something, what is done ushers in something new.  

What has been done is in the process of coming into being.  It’s not just the end of something but 

the beginning of a new reality After comic battles and the defeat of the forces of evil in 

Revelation, everything has been attended to in order for God to make his ultimate purpose 

happen.  So, it’s not an end, but another beginning, a new reality.  Jesus, the lamb of God, fully 

and completely defeats brokenness, fully and completely defeats death, fully and completely 

defeats all that separates us from God.  So, God is the Omega.  In the end, what is left is God and 

God’s reign. 

 There are no such things as true endings.  Every new beginning comes from some other 

beginning’s end.  So, it is in Revelation.  The end of the world as we know it simply, or maybe 

not so simple, opens the door for God’s kingdom — a day when God will dwell in the midst of 

humanity and wipe away every tear.  Death, mourning, crying and pain will be no more, and God 

will indeed make all things new.  That is not only an end to the world, it’s the unveiling of a new 

world.  A perfect world.  God’s kingdom. 

 With the words of Christ saying, “I am coming soon” and the affirmation that we do 

indeed want Jesus to come, we close the Bible Read-Through.  Our hope and prayer is that this is 

not the end, but a new beginning.  A new appreciation for the scripture that provides a 

foundation for our faith, a new drive to engage scripture on a deeper level, and a new understand 

of how God has and will continue to connect with humanity.   

 So, don’t put those Bibles back on the shelves to collect dust, but keep reading them.  

Dive deeper into those places where you were aching for more understanding.  Hopefully, you 

are now more aware of the breadth of scripture.  Now is the time to explore the depth of stories 

and moments where you were only able to skim the surface.  Dig your roots deeper into God’s 

word that your faithfulness and discipleship might blossom and grow.  May it be so. 


