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 Let’s start from the very beginning, a very good place to start.  When you read you begin 

with “A, B, C” when you sing you begin with “do, re, mi.”  Oh, let’s see if I can make it easier: 

“Do - a deer, a female deer.  Re - a drop of golden sun.  Mi - a name I call myself. Fa - a long, 

long way to run.  So - a needle pulling thread.  La - a note to follow so. Ti - a drink with jam and 

bread.  That will bring us back to do, oh, oh, oh.” 

 This is the familiar song from the film musical “Sound of Music” which just recently 

celebrated 54 years since its release.  This song was made up by Maria, played by Julia Andrews, 

to teach the Von Trapp children how to sing when she discovered that they didn’t know how.  

She explained “when you know the notes to sing, you can sing most anything.”  You must first 

learn the basics and then you can make it your own, adding your own flare and personality. 

 We have spent almost six months reminding ourselves of the foundation of scripture, not 

simply for the purpose of comprehending scripture on an intellectual level, but so that we can 

also know the basics of our faith history.  It is only by learning the do, re, mi of our faith that it 

can become the music that we live by and sing a new tune to.  We must know the foundations of 

faith found in scripture before we can live into the fullness of God’s will for our lives. 

 King Josiah, who is the focus of our scripture this morning, was considered a good king 

in his attempts to renew the faithfulness of the people of God. Early in his reign, according to the 

chronicler, Josiah sought after the Lord.  While King Josiah was in the process of having the 

temple restored, the book of the law was rediscovered.  Scholars believed the book they found 

would have been Deuteronomy.  It amazes me that something that was supposedly so significant 

to the people could have gone missing for so long, but let’s be honest, how many of us in 

preparing for this year of the Bible read-through had to go looking for our Bibles or at least had 

to dust them off from lack of use? 

 After the book of the law was discovered, it was brought before King Josiah to be read.  

When he heard the words of the law read to him, he tore his clothes in response to its words.  He 

then sought out the counsel of a prophet to help him interpret what he had heard.  Even though 

he had the words of the law in front of him, King Josiah sought the words of a prophet to 

understand them.  It wasn’t enough to simply have the words of the law in front of him; he 

needed to know their significance and weight on his and his peoples’ lives. 

 Poet Robert Frost demonstrated that knowing words wasn’t enough when he responded to 

a journalist’s request for an interview.  He asked the journalist, “Do you have one of those 

machines? those tape recorders?”  When the journalist replied that he did not, Frost responded, 

“Well, come on in. Those people who take down every word never get anything right.”1   

 We have been working our way through scripture for over five months now, and I hope 

that as you’ve been reading you realize that there is no such thing as uninterpreted scripture.  

This is why we don’t simply read the scripture in isolation and expect to understand it.  Instead, 

we’ve encouraged you to join a Sunday School class. We tried to convince you to get study 

bibles with additional resources, and we’ve spent time preaching on the texts we’re reading.  

This is why a core value of the Brethren is to read scripture in community—we need each other 

to work at interpretation. 

 Fred Craddock, a famous theologian and preacher, noted that we may approach scripture 

as the inerrant, perfect word of God handed to humanity; but there is no way to perfectly glean 
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absolute understanding being imperfect vessels ourselves.  God’s perfect word must flow 

through and be understood by these imperfect vessels.  The good news is that the Bible is also 

full of imperfect vessels being used for God’s perfect goodness.  So, for Craddock, this means 

we should spend less time trying to glean absolutes from scripture, but instead be inspired to 

grow, improve and be restored by scripture.2 

 And this is exactly what happens when King Josiah comes face to face with the law.  The 

very next thing that he does is institute the celebration of Passover.  The people of Israel worship 

and recommit themselves to faithful living, deeply steeped in their history.  This is the second 

attempt recorded by the chronicler for the people of Israel to reinstate the Passover.  King 

Hezekiah instituted the celebration of Passover in 2 Chronicles chapter 30 as he attempted to 

reunite the Northern and Southern kingdoms.  King Josiah’s celebration, however, comes about 

not as a political move but in response to the discovery of the book of the law.  The Passover 

celebration became a call to faithfulness and renewed commitment for the people of Israel under 

King Josiah.  And the celebration is so good that the chronicler says, “No passover like it had 

been kept in Israel since the days of the prophet Samuel; none of the kings of Israel had kept 

such a Passover as was kept by Josiah….” (2 Chronicles 35:17-18).  Their celebration flowed 

naturally from their recommitment to their covenant with God.  

 It was with similar gusto that the first lunar footprints were sought after, resulting from 

the vision cast by newly elected President John F. Kennedy. In a speech before Congress on May 

25, 1961, Kennedy said, “I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, 

before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the earth.” 

Later, during a speech at Rice University, Kennedy added, “We choose to go to the moon in this 

decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard; because that 

goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, because that 

challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone and one we 

intend to win.”3 

 Today marks the first Sunday of Lent, a time when we spiritually prepare ourselves for 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. Like the time Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for his 

ministry, Lent is 40 days beginning with Ash Wednesday and ending with Easter.  These 40 days 

do not include Sundays which are meant to be little-Easters each week, a celebratory reprieve 

from the solemn time of Lent.  During Lent, the believer prepares for the celebration of Easter 

through prayer, penance, and repentance.  And while we do not celebrate the Passover, Lent 

culminates with Holy Week where we as Brethren remember Jesus’ last meal with his disciples 

at Love Feast, which just happens to be the Passover meal.  

 In what ways do you need to prepare yourself for the coming of Christ, the one we 

understand to be the final sacrificial lamb of the Passover?  Maybe it would be helpful to think 

about Lent this year as a time to learn about your faith history, like the people of Israel, 

rediscover God’s will for your lives: the do, re, mi of faith.  Like musicians that puts what they 

learn into practice and create beautiful music, Lent is Christian practice time or maybe spring 

training for baseball. Lent is a time for us to get into shape so that our worship and faithful living 

is second nature and can truly become our own.  No one is so well off spiritually that he or she 

can skip over an extended time of faith practice.  But when you know the notes to sing, you can 

sing most anything.   
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 By Easter, having practiced through our continued reading of God’s word and having 

spiritually prepared ourselves during this time of Lent, maybe we will be able to say that no 

worship like our Easter celebration had been kept in Hagerstown since its beginning.  Having 

heard God’s will for our lives in scripture, maybe our worship of the risen Lord will never be the 

same because we will have learned to sing our lives of faith loud and clear, having practiced the 

foundation of our faith.  May it be so for the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren.  May it be so 

for us, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


