
February 2023 

 

Tidings 
Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together. 

Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
15 South Mulberry Street, 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
Telephone: 301-733-3565  

 Fax: 301-733-3598 
 

Office: Tuesday—Friday  
Flexible hours 

(appointments welcome/ 
call ahead) 

 

Praise Worship 8:30 AM 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship and Facebook Live at 10:45 AM 
 

http:www.hagerstowncob.org 
facebook.com/hagerstowncob  

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Hagerstown Church of 

the Brethren is to celebrate the love of 
Jesus Christ and glorify the Lord by  

striving to live as Christ lived experiencing 
the power of God's healing in our lives. We 

seek to nurture our faith community 
through prayer, music and the proclaimed 
Word, while enthusiastically reaching out 
to others with compassion, respect and 

love for everyone so that we may grow in 
faith and commitment together.  

VISION STATEMENT 
The Hagerstown 

Church of the Brethren, A Living Peace 
Church: A caring community gathered  

round the Risen Christ that 
…Welcomes the stranger 

…Empowers our neighbors 
…Embraces the diversity among all  

people as we continue the  
 work of Jesus    

peacefully, simply, together.  
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The Pastor’s Pen 
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 
 
     As I was out and about in some stores yesterday, I could not help but notice all the Val-
entine items for sale that we usually see on store shelves each year. I’m sure it has been out 
long before now, but I guess I did not pay much attention to it before this. I know I should 
not be surprised by this. It is February…the time of the year when we give specific consid-
eration to loving others. We shouldn’t need a commercialized holiday to remind us to love 
one another, should we? But, I guess it doesn’t hurt. This Pastor’s Pen, however, is not 
about making an argument for or against the commercialization of love. As Christians we 
know God is love. We are commanded to love God and each other every day. 
    I was reminded of an article that I saved from a January 17, 2009 Carroll County times 
newspaper. While the article may be old, the content is not. It was written by Rev. William 
Thomas, who was at the time this article was written, a pastor at Sonrise Community 
Church in Westminster. What he wrote resonates with what I feel is a huge challenge for 
churches today. Too many churches are divided today over issues, sending unhealthy mes-
sages to those looking to the church for something different than the world has to offer. The 
following is the article written by Rev. Thomas.  
     “Unity is a precious ideal birthed in the heart of God and was to be manifested in the 
church, the Body of Christ on Earth. Just before his arrest and crucifixion, Jesus prayed: 
‘Father, my prayer for all of them is that they will be one, just as you and I are one – that 
just as you are in me and I am in you, so they will be in us, and the world will believe you 
sent me.’ 
     The greatest witness to the world of God’s mission in sending Jesus is when Christ’s 
followers live in unity, when they commit to walking together arm in arm in covenant rela-
tionship in a local church in good times and bad.  
     The world has yet to see the church in her fullness of power and beauty. And that’s our 
fault. We Christians often behave just like the world: criticizing, judging, withholding for-
giveness. We put more priority on “doing church” than “being the church.” No wonder peo-
ple aren’t knocking our doors down to get in! Psalm 133 reads, ‘How good and pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!” Unity brings an anointing from God that all people 
hunger for, both inside and outside the church. 
     I have a lot of hopes and dreams for 2023 – for my family, for my church – and for con-
gregations everywhere. One springs from a lesson I learned the hard way: God specializes in 
relationships. His focus is always on people, loving them, restoring them, transforming 
them. 
     That should be our mission, too. 
     Let this new year be marked by unity in our churches. Let our love be so strong for each 
other and for people everywhere that our message of hope and new life in Christ rings au-
thenticity because people see it in our churches and experience it in our lives.” 
     To this I add a loud, Amen. May we at HCOB always be a united and loving beacon to 
the world… showing the world that there definitely is a better way of living. It is God’s 
way…the way of love. 

 Blessings and love, Pastor Twyla 
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Sundays in February 

Both services follow same sermon & text. All information subject to change  without notice.  

It’s time! Our 
week to staff the 
REACH Cold 

Weather Shelter is February 12-18, 2023. 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered 
to help or offered monetary donations.  We 
still need some volunteers for Search, Laun-
dry, and Meal prep and servers. Please con-
tact me at purpleflower@myactv.net or 240-
291-8753 if you can help. Otherwise, we’re 
ready to serve those less fortunate in our 
community. Pray for a successful week and 
good weather!  

Respite with Friends 
 

February 5, 2023 in the Mullendore Room 
at 10:20-10:40 AM 

We’re in need of volunteers to help with 
Respite with Friends. We need volunteers to 
bring goodies and volunteers to set up, serve, 
and clean up. Goodies may be whatever you 
choose; suggestions include cookies, muf-
fins, or doughnuts (about 3-4 dozen of what-
ever you choose). Set up, serving, and clean 
up include arranging the room, ensuring the 
goodies are set out, and restoring the 
room. Beverages and paper products are 
provided. Respite with Friends is planned 
to  be held in the Mullendore Room (the 
room behind the wing of the sanctuary) on 
the first Sunday of the month from 10:20 am 
– 10:40 am. The signup sheet is located in 
the foyer. Please contact Kristal Bricker or 
Amy Hardy with any questions. Thank you!  

2023 Mid-Atlantic Disaster         
Response Patron Ad.  

 

Daryl Long will be set up at the west en-
trance before and after Sunday late service if 
you are interested in supporting this cause 
until February 5th. Donations have been any-
where from $10.00 to $50.00. Those who are 
interested in purchasing a block ad such as a 
Sunday School class, they can be purchased 
as well. 

Clothing Collection 
 

The Service & Outreach Team is collecting 
adult-sized men and women’s hats, gloves, 
socks, sweatshirts, belts in all sizes, and rain 
ponchos from the dollar store. All donations 
will be distributed during our REACH week 
of 02/12—02/18/2023 and also to Soul Ha-
ven and those in need. Deadline is 2/5/23. 

Date Pastor Worship Leader Sermon Scripture Greeter Special 

2/5/23 Twyla Rowe Kathy Kelsey "Less of Me; More 
of You, Jesus” 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 Ginny Nalley Food Pantry 

2/12/23 Twyla Rowe Chris Herman “God’s Team is the 
Winning Team” 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Emma Lyles   

2/19/23 Twyla Rowe Eileen Smith “Transfigur...huh?” Ma hew 17:1-9 Jack Finniff   

2/26/23 Twyla Rowe Ginny Nalley “Face to face with 
Evil” Ma hew 4:1-11 Jan & Glenn 

Young 
First Sunday in  

Lent 

     Throughout the season of Lent, you are 
invited to attend the following worship 
events as a time for personal reflection: 
     February 22 at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary 
– Ash Wednesday service; Ash Wednesday 
marks the beginning of Lent and is always 
46 days before Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40-
day season (not counting Sundays) marked 
by repentance, fasting, reflection, and    
ultimately celebration. During this service 
of repentance, an imposition of ashes      
will be observed for those who desire to   
participate in this practice. 

     March 1, 8, 15, 22 at 7:00 PM, in the 
sanctuary – Lenten services; During each of 
these worship services, you will be given an 
opportunity to hear and be inspired by a 
personal testimony of one of your brothers 
or sisters in Christ.  
     April 6 (Maundy Thursday) at 7:00 PM – 
Love feast and Communion; details for this 
service will become available later. 
     April 7 at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary- 
Good Friday service. Details for this service 
will become available later.  

Opportunities for Reflection  
and Worship during Lent 

An Inquirer’s class will be 
held during the Sunday 
School hour (9:30-10:30), 
beginning March 5 
through March 26. The 
class is open to those who 
want to learn about the Church of the Breth-
ren, or who are considering membership to 
the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren. It is 
also offered as a refresher course for those 
who would like to have that opportunity. At 
the end of the five weeks, each attendee will 
be offered the opportunity of church mem-
bership through baptism or by transfer of 
membership letter from another congrega-
tion. 
     New members will be taken into member-
ship on Palm Sunday, April 2. Anyone who 
has taken the class previously and would 
now like to become a member at Hagerstown 
Church of the Brethren can do so that morn-
ing too. 
     If you want to take the class, or if you 
have any questions, please notify Pastor 
Twyla by Sunday, February 26. If you have 
already taken the class and want to become a 
member on April 2, please notify Pastor 
Twyla by Sunday, March 26.  
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Junior Church 
 

Junior Church will be held on the fourth 
Sunday of each month. 

 
This is open to ages Kindergarten  

through Grade 6.  We will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall for a special time        

together.   
 
 

Parents may, of course, opt to keep their 
child in worship with them especially  
if the child is uncertain about going,  

or parents may accompany them.  
 

Christian Education Ministry Team 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 
Inclement Weather Policy. If inclement weath-
er is forecasted, be sure to check your email. 
We will send out a group email as quickly as 
possible if the decision to cancel in-person 
worship is made. Also, please check our Face-
book page (facebook.com/hagerstowncob) for 
any updates. We will also contact local radio 
station WJEJ 1240 AM, and leave a message 
in their system to be broadcast although we 
can’t control how quickly they make the an-
nouncement for us.  Even if we do hold in-
person worship, if you are uncomfortable driv-
ing in bad weather, please join us on Facebook 
Live. Be safe first. And check your email!  
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The first Sunday of every month is Food 
Pantry Sunday. Bring in your gift(s) of 
non-perishable food items, place them on 
the cart as you enter the west entrance,  
and a volunteer delivers the food to a lo-
cal food bank.  
 
We thank everyone for their continued 
support of this ministry to our            
community! 
 
Just a reminder - all items should be   
either dry, boxed, or in cans. Please do 
not bring in anything in a glass jar that 
could break and injure a recipient or our 
volunteers.  
 
Thank you!  

Cash for Causes/ 
Martin’s Gift Card  

Program 
 
Purchase Martin’s gift cards to take to the 
store to pay for your groceries or gas, and 
5% of the face value of the gift card is a 
donation to the church and goes toward 
your yearly charitable contribution.  
 
To purchase a card, please contact Larry 
Kees, Jr. (301-331-0107). If you can’t pick 
them up on a Sunday, we can make ar-
rangements to leave cards in a church 
mailbox or snail mail them to you.  
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Daily Bible 
Reading 

 
 
FEBRUARY 

Persons desiring a pastoral visit, 
home communion, spiritual direction,     
or a service of anointing, are invited to 
call the church office at 301-733-3565.  

Anointing with oil for the healing    
of body, mind or spirit is offered upon  
request. Please contact the pastor to    
receive this ministry of healing and faith 
commitment.  

Home Communion  
& Anointing 

 1  Leviticus 19:1-18  
 2 Deuteronomy 5:1-22  
 3 Deuteronomy 6:1-25  
 4 Deuteronomy 7:1-11  
 5 Deuteronomy 7:12-26  
 6 Colossians 1:1-23  
 7 Colossians 1:24—2:5  
 8 Colossians 2:6-19  
 9 Colossians 2:20—3:17  
 10 Colossians 3:18—4:6  
 11 Colossians 4:7-18  
 12 John 3:1-21  
 13 John 3:22-36  
 14 1 John 1:1—2:6  
 15 1 John 2:7-29  
 16 1 John 3:1-24  
 17 1 John 4:1-21  
 18 1 John 5:1-21  
 19 2 John  
 20 3 John  
 21 Jude 1-25 Ash Wednesday  
 22 Matthew 4:1-11  
 23 Matthew 4:12-25  
 24 Psalm 23  
 25 Psalm 33 First Sunday in Lent  
 26 Psalm 50 Great Lent (Orthodox) 
 27 Psalm 51  
 28 Psalm 52  
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February 2023 Schedule 
Please check the weekly bulletin and the online calendar for changes as they happen. Our schedule is subject to rapid changes.  

Wednesday, February 1 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
6:30 pm  Women’s Retreat Planning Team/Mullendore 
  Room 
Thursday, February 2 
Groundhog Day 
5:30 pm  Praise Band rehearsal, Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, February 3 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time, Church Office 
6:00 pm  Girl Scout Meeting/Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, February 4 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, February 5 
Food Pantry Sunday 
8:30 am   Morning Praise Worship, Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:15 am Parish Nurse Blood Pressure Screening 
10:20 am Respite with Friends/Mullendore Room 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, February 6 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, February 7 
5:30 pm  Spiritual Nurture Meeting/Mullendore Room 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, February 8 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
6:30 pm  CE Meeting/Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, February 9 
5:30 pm  Praise Band rehearsal, Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, February 10 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time, Church Office 
6:00 pm  Women’s Retreat/Shepherd’s Spring/Check-In 
Saturday, February 11 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
8:30 am  Women’s Retreat/Shepherd’s Spring 
11:00 am Birthday Party/Misty Caldwell/Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, February 12 
REACH Week 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship, Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, February 13 
REACH Week 
Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, February 14 
REACH Week 
Wednesday, February 15 
REACH Week 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
12:00 pm Newsletter deadline 
Thursday, February 16 
REACH Week 
5:30 pm  Praise Band rehearsal, Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, February 17 
REACH Week 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time, Church Office 
6:00 pm  Girl Scout Meeting/Fellowship Hall 
 

Saturday, February 18 
REACH Week 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, February 19 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship, Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, February 20 
 Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, February 21 
9:30 am  Parish Nurse Meeting/Pastor Annex 
5:30 pm  P&F Meeting/Mullendore Room 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 
7:00 pm  Worship Meeting/Zoom 
Wednesday, February 22 
Ash Wednesday 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service/Sanctuary  
Thursday, February 23 
5:30 pm  Praise Band rehearsal, Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, February 24 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time, Church Office 
Saturday, February 25 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
Sunday, February 26 
First Sunday of Lent 
Junior Church 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship, Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, February 27 
Church Office Closed 
5:30 pm  S&O Meeting/Mullendore Room 
Tuesday, February 28 
6:30 pm  Leadership Team/Room 302 
7:00 pm  Hag. Choral Arts/Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you watch us live on Facebook,  
please click the “like” button.  

This will aid us in  
keeping attendance.   

 

Facebook.com/hagerstowncob 
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February 22, 2023 



The Puzzle Page for February 2023 
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Your name: ______________________________________________   
 
Amount enclosed ____________ 
 

Lilies:  White only  [   ] Number of plants  $10.50/each 
 

 
Mums: Yellow   [   ] Number of plants $9.00/each 
             Purple   [   ] Number of plants $9.00/each 
 
 
Large Daffodils:  [   ] Number of plants $11.50/each 
 
 
“Mini Gardens”  [   ] Number of pots @ $10.00/each 
 (Mini daffs and violas in the same planter) 
 
 
(please print) 
 
__  IN MEMORY OF:  ________________________________________ 
 
   ________________________________________ 
         
__  IN TRIBUTE TO:   ________________________________________ 
 
   ________________________________________ 
   
__   THANKS TO:   ________________________________________ 
          
   ________________________________________ 
  
              

The Easter season is approaching and it is time to order Easter      flow-
ers. Everyone is invited to purchase a flower for Easter morning. Flow-
ers are as priced below and may be purchased as a memorial, tribute, or 
as a thank you.  Return this completed form and your check made out to 
Hagerstown Church of the Brethren. Form may be either placed in the 
offering or mailed to: Hagerstown Church of the Brethren, 15 S. Mulber-
ry St., Hagerstown MD 21740.  

All orders must be received by or on Sunday, February 19, 2023.   
Payment must accompany this form.  We need to order early so the 
greenhouse can place the order with its supplier and get our flowers 

here on time.  
 
 
 

Easter Flowers Order Form 


