Keep These Words

Recite means to repeat aloud something from memory. In Nigerian
schools, the main way of learning is through recitation. There are
very few textbooks, especially in rural areas, so the teacher writes
something on the blackboard and the class repeats it over and over
until they have learned it and can recite it from memory.

In Deuteronomy 6, Moses gives the Israelites directions for
obeying God’s commands. The purpose of keeping God'’s statutes
and ordinances is so they may enjoy a long life. Children are men-
tioned several times in this passage, emphasizing when parental
caregivers are to recite God’s commands to them. Moses says, “Re-
cite them . . . when you are at home and when you are away, when
you lie down and when you rise” (v. 7). In essence, all the time.

Other scriptures also tell us to talk to our children about what
God has done. When children asked what the Passover meant,
Israelite adults were supposed to tell them about God bringing
them out of the land of Egypt into freedom. When the judgment
of locusts invaded Israel, the prophet Joel encouraged them: “Tell
your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and
their children another generation” (1:3). So, whether it is the good
things God has done or the struggles we have experienced, we are
instructed to share God’s story with the next generation.

To recite also implies an audience, for someone is there listening
as we remember and retell. In this passage from Deuteronomy, the
audience is their children. But who is our audience? Does it have to
be children, or could it be anyone we meet? We can talk about God
with others whether at home or away from home, whether in the
morning or in the evening. How are you doing at sharing God's
story with the audience God has given you?

— Roxane Hill
Potsdam, Chio

Text for today: “Hear, O Israel: The Lorp is our God, the Loro alone. You shall love
the Loro your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you
are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your
hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts
of your house and on your gates” (Deut. 6:4-9, NR5V). Bible readings for today:
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (7); Psalm 119:1-8; Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (Arr. Wold)
*CALL TO WORSHIP Sandy Clipp, Worship Leader
One: Throughout all our lives God is with us.
All: Praise be to God for God’s mercy and love.
One: Even when we are faced with difficult decisions,
God’s presence is near.
All: When we don’t know which way to go,
God will guide and lead us.
One: Open your hearts today to God’s gentle leading.
All: We open our lives to God, that we may faithfully
serve God all our days.
*HYMN #41 “Come, thou Almighty King”

[Verse 1] 1
Come, thou Almighty King, help us thy name to sing, help us to praise: 1
Father, all glorious, o’er all victorious, come and reign over us, 1
Ancient of Days. 1
1

[Verse 2] 1
Come, thou Incarnate Word, gird on thy mighty sword, our prayer attend. Come,
and thy people bless, and give thy word success, 1
Spirit of holiness, on us descend. 1

[Verse 3] 1
Come, Holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour. 1
Thou who almighty art, now rule in ev’ry heart, 1
and ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power. 1
1

[Verse 4] 1
To thee great One in Three, eternal praises be hence evermore. Thy sov'reign majes-
ty may we in glory see, and to eternity love and adore. 1

*OPENING PRAYER

Holy God, we come together to worship, a people who would like to
think that we love you with al@ur hearts and souls, with all our might,
but there are so many other things in our lives that clamor for our atten-
tion that we often relegate you to Sundays and other church gatherings,
and times when we want you to rescue us.

Most of us really do want you to be the one in whom we live and
move and have our being. We really do want to hear your voice above all
of the other voices in our lives. But we get bogged down in the daily rou-
tine. We forget who we are. We forget who you are. We forget what the
church is supposed to be.

So here we are, standing before you today, with our human foibles
and our short attention spans, asking that you would make yourself
known to us, that you would help us to recognize the presence of the Ho-
ly, that you would continue to challenge us, inspire us, and make us into
the people you want us to be. Amen.

A MOMENT TO BECOME LIKE CHILDREN

SERVICE OF GIVING
Call to Giving

Our energies and our resources are claimed by whatever is truly most
important to us. If God is at the center of our lives, that will be apparent in
what we give. From God we have received love so amazing that a lifetime
of thanks is too inadequate a response.

You are invited to place your offering in the plate at the front of the
chancel during the offertory or after the service. If you are watching on
facebook live or the HCOB webpage, we virtually pass the offering plate
to you. You can prepare your offering to be mailed or to be dropped off at
the church this week; or you can use Paypal on the Hagerstowncob

webpage.
Offertory “Adagio” (Albinoni)
*Doxology #119 “Praise God from whom”

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray. Receive from us, O God, the best we have to give. All we
have comes from you. We return a portion with joy to accomplish the
work we intend to do together in your name. We bring ourselves as well,
to be blessed by you, so that while we are apart our words and deeds will
continue to be a significant offering. May our lives praise you! Amen.

(continued)



