


*OPENING PRAYER 
Gracious God, who created us in God’s own image, we are grateful for all 

that you have done for us, for all that you are doing in us, and for all that you 
will do through us. Open our eyes to see your presence among us, moving in 
powerful ways at all times and in all places. Open our ears to hear familiar 
words in new ways—ways that will change us and challenge us to become the 
people you created us to be. Grant us the power and the courage to come out 
of the darkness and into the light of Jesus Christ, that we may serve you by 
serving others. We love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
Amen. 
  
A MOMENT TO BECOME LIKE CHILDREN 
 
SERVICE OF GIVING 

Call to Giving 
God has given us all that is good and right and true. What a joy to 

share these gifts with one another in the life of this community and far 
beyond our own reach. In this offering, we return to God with eager re-
sponse to all we have received. 

You can place your offerings in the offering plate at the front of the 
chancel during the offertory or after the service. To those worshiping with 
us virtually, we invite you to place your offering in the offering plate by 
dropping it off at the church this week, or mailing it to the church or by 
using Paypal on the Hagerstowncob webpage. Let each of us give with a 
heart of gratitude to God. 
Offertory   “The Lord’s MY Shepherd”                                 (Harris) 
*Doxology        “Praise God from whom” 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Loving God, as you illuminate our lives with fascinating insights and pos-
sibilities, we reach out to share your love through our tithes and offerings and 
our investment of time and energy in tasks to which you call us. All this we 
offer now for your blessing, for apart from you, the light goes out of our lives 
and we slip into meaningless existence. Let us, rather, dwell with you and 
serve you wherever we go. Amen. 
 
SHARING OUR JOYS, CONCERNS, AND HOPES 

Please remember our worship is also on Facebook Live and our website.  
Please do not share any personal information you do not want to be made public. 

 An usher will hold the microphone for you while you share. 
 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

______________________________________________________________ 
MORNING WORSHIP                                                                 10:45AM 

March 19, 2023 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE    “Psalm 23”                                      (Broughton) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                             Lisa Bussard, Worship Leader 

   One:  When the world is dark and full of hate and fear, when we 
  cannot see God 

   All:  we will turn on the light. 
   One:  When we cannot find our way back to love and peace 
   All:  we will turn on the light. 
   One:  When our vision dims due to the darkness within 
   All:  we will turn on the light. 
   One:  Christ opens our eyes with the gift of sight. 
   All:  The light of the world is Jesus Christ. 
   One:  Come and worship the one who brings sight to the blind. 
   All:  Hallelujah! Praise God, the light of the world!    

 
*HYMN #37  “Praise to the Lord, the almighty”    

[Verse 1] 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to God’s temple draw near. Join me in glad adoration. 

[Verse 2] 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, shelters thee under his 

wings, yea, so gently sustaineth. Hast thou not seen how thy heart’s wishes have 
been granted in what he ordaineth? 

[Verse 3] 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee. 

Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily a end thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, as with his love he befriends thee. 

[Verse 4] 
Praise to the Lord, oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the “amen” sound from God’s people again; gladly forever adore him. 



true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by 
the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.” 
 
MESSAGE       “Are You Half-Asleep?”      Pastor Twyla Rowe 
 
*HYMN #599           “He leadeth me”  

[Verse 1] 
He leadeth me, oh blessed thought! Oh, words with heav'nly comfort fraught! 

What e'er I do, where'er I be, still 'tis God's hand that leadth me. 
[Refrain] 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me. His faithful 
foll'wer I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 

[Verse 2] 
Sometimes 'mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom, 

by waters calm, o'er troubled sea, still 'tis his hand that leadeth me. 
[Refrain] 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me. His faithful 
foll'wer I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 

[Verse 3] 
Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, nor ever murmur nor repine; content, 

whatever lot I see, since 'tis my God that leadeth me. 
[Refrain] 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me. His faithful 
foll'wer I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 

[Verse 4] 
And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace, the vict'ry's won,  e'en 

death's cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jordan leadeth me. 
[Refrain] 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me. His faithful 
foll'wer I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 

      

*BENEDICTION 
After the Benediction, you may be seated. 

Please continue in a spirit of worship as we listen to the Postlude music. 
  

  still waters; he restores my soul. 
   All:  But, O Lord, other pastures seem greener. The waters aren’t 

  always still. Our souls still thirst. 
   One:  He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
   All:  O Lord, we long to be led by you, though we may complain 

  along the path. 
   One:  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort 
  me. 

   All:  And yet, O God, we do sometimes fear. May we feel your 
  presence, your comfort and your forgiveness anew. 

   One:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

   All:  O God, sometimes we refuse to sit down at your table.  
  Forgive us and help us to see your overflowing mercy. 

   One:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
  life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life 
  long. 

   All:  Forgive us, God, and lead us into your house. 
 
CALL TO PRAYER #352    “Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us” 
 

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us, for we need you to help us find our way. 
Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us, for we need your strength from day to day. 

There’s no other we can turn to who can help us face another day. 
Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us, for we need you to help us find our way. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC     “The Weight of the Cross”                        (Arr. Fe ke) 
                                                         Elaine Smith 
  
SCRIPTURE READING           Ephesians 5:8-14               NT 194 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as chil-
dren of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
   One:  The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
   All:  But, O Lord, we are consumed with wanting more. 
   One:  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside 



POSTLUDE                  “The Lord Is On My Side”                     (Birchwood) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
*Please rise — in body or spirit — as an act of worship 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

“Take a Moment” Let this be our "Take a Moment" prayer this week beginning 
with Sunday, March 19 - Wonderful God…so many days I find myself just mov-
ing from one thing to the next without any thought about what I am doing and why 
I am doing it. I also realize that many times I give little thought to what I say 
to others I meet throughout the course of a day. That is at least, until something 
difficult comes along and stops me in my tracks. Then sometimes…depending on 
what it is…I get stuck in the mire and muck of negativity or pain. It can be like 
walking through the deepest, darkest valley. I don’t want to be in...nor am I plan-
ning to be in that kind of a space today, but should I find myself there…stretch out 
your hand to me so that I may grasp it, and walk with you through it and out of 
that dark valley...and into the light of your presence where I know I will find peace 
and joy. With the faith you’ve given me, I’m ready now, to face the day…knowing 
you are by my side. Amen.  
 
Our thanks to Lisa Bussard for being our worship leader this morning and to 
Elaine Smith for special music. 
 
The flowers on the altar this morning are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of my husband Charles Gehr, in remembrance of our 76th wedding anni-
versary, given by Nancy. 
 
Attendance. Please sign the attendance rosters found at the end of your pew, or 
possibly in the hymnal rack, and pass it down the row so everyone can sign. 
 
A new offering drop-off box has been installed in the west entrance by the double 
doors. This box can be used to drop off your offering or order forms. If you have 
any questions, please contact the church office. 
 
If you would like to read a prepared text for the HARC Community Good Friday 
Unity Walk on Good Friday please contact Pastor Twyla. The walk will take place 
at the Hagerstown City Park. 
 
The Mary Martha Group will be meeting March 21st at noon in the Altruistic 
Room. 
 
Softball season is just around the corner. Practices will start the end of March 
and games beginning the end of April and going through the end of August. We 
will be doing our Joe Corbis fundraiser again this year. Books will be on the table 
in the west entrance. Feel free to take a book and sell or you can write your order 
down on the master book that will be on the table as well. All orders need to be 
turned back in by today. Have payment made to HCOB and Joe Corbis or softball 
in the memo line. Orders will need to be picked up at the church in the west en-
trance on Wednesday, April 5th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. 
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experience the presence of God’s Spirit and 
that it will equip you for service and minis-
try in the week ahead. Our Pastor, Deacons, 

and Cluster Leaders are available after 
worship and during the week to listen and 
assist you in your Christian pilgrimage.     
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Dixon.

21740 
301-733-3565 

Fax: 301-733-3598 
 

Office: Tuesday—Friday  
Flexible hours 

 

We welcome you to our church and  
Rejoice in your participation with us in  
worship. It is our prayer that you will  

If  you  placed  someone  on  the  prayer  list and they are now celebrating a 
recovery and would  like  their  name  taken  off  the  list, please contact the church 
office.  If you or a loved one has surgery scheduled, is hospitalized, or would 
like a visit from the pastor, please notify the church. 
 



 

worship services, you will be given an opportunity to hear and be inspired by a 
personal testimony of one of your brothers or sisters in Christ. Our guest speaker 
this week will be Eddie Edmonds. 

ô April 6 (Maundy Thursday) at 7:00 PM – Love feast and Communion; details for 
this service will become available later. 

ô April 7 at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary- Good Friday service. Details for this service 
will become available later.  

 

If you have taken the inquirer’s class and would like to become a member of 
HCOB, please let Pastor Twyla know by Sunday, March 26th. 

 

 

Covid guideline reminders. **We ask that if you know, or suspect, you have 
been exposed to someone who tested positive for Covid, or if you have a  
temperature and/or you are feeling unwell, that you remain home and worship 
with us via Facebook.** We ask that everyone attending worship please observe 
social distancing guidelines. You may enter and exit through the West Entrance, and 
exit only through the Washington Street door. Please do not stop on the outside steps 
to chat and possibly block those entering and exiting behind you. Also, remember to 
keep a clear path from the building to the sidewalk ramp as we enter and exit at the 
west entrance.  We need to keep that path clear to make it easier for those who have 
special needs to access the use of the ramp to their car. Thank you. 

 

CALENDAR 
Sunday, March 19 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall 
9:30 am  Inquirer's Class 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live 
Monday, March 20 
Church Office Closed 
Deacon Meeting/TBA 
5:30 pm  Service & Outreach Meeting/ Room 302 
6:30 pm  GriefShare/Mullendore Room 
6:30 pm  Deacon Meeting/Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, March 21 
12:00 pm Mary Martha Group/Altruistic Room 
5:30 pm  P&F Meeting/Mullendore Room 
Wednesday, March 22 
12:00 pm Deadline for bulletin announcement submissions 
7:00 pm  Lent Service/Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, March 23 
5:30 pm  Praise Band Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm  Brethren Bells 
7:30 pm  Temple Choir Rehearsal/Fellowship Hall 
Friday, March 24 
8:00 am  Bulletin preparation time/Church office 
1:00 pm  Islamic Center/Use of Parking Lot (1-3pm) 
Saturday, March 25 
Pastor Twyla's day off 
10:00 am Prayer Walk/HCOB 
Sunday, March 26 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Junior Church 
8:30 am  Morning Praise Worship/Fellowship Hall
9:30 am  Inquirer's Class 
9:30 am  Sunday School, individual classrooms 
10:45 am Worship, Sanctuary & Facebook Live  
 
Remember our weekday schedule is 
subject to rapid change. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Statistics  
 

8:30 AM attendance …………….     20  
Sunday School……………………    48  
10:45 AM attendance……………     92 
Lenten Service …………………..     70 
Facebook views ….………………    194 
 

The General Fund offering does not include 
monies given for any designated fund.  
For total offerings, please  review the  

financial statement provided  

You may mail your offering to  
15 S. Mulberry Street,  
Hagerstown MD 21740 
OR  
you can make a secure offering 
donation on our website using 
PayPal www.hagerstowncob.org 
 
The church calendar is online at 
www.hagerstowncob.org.  
Click the calendar tab. 

A New Exciting Ministry. With the support of the Service & Outreach Team, we are 
planning a Community Breakfast to be served in our fellowship hall the second Sat-
urday of each month, beginning May 13th from 9:00 am—10:30 am. We are present-
ly forming a team to prepare breakfast and serve. Please see or call Jenny Ferguson or 
Jan Young, planners for this new venture. Come help us serve God by serving our 
community and those in need. 

Opportunities for Reflection and Worship during Lent. Throughout the season of 
Lent, you are invited to attend the following worship events as a time for personal 
reflection: 
ô March 22nd at 7:00 PM, in the sanctuary – Lenten services; During each of these 

The Service & Outreach Team is collecting the large tissue boxes (9”x4 ½”, 3 ½ 
“) for the residents of Fahrney Keedy. We ask that you wrap the tissue boxes in 
spring colors. The Team will take the tissues to Fahrney Keedy on Saturday, April
15th. There is a box for the tissues in the west entrance. Pastor Twyla says 
“the resi- dents love tissues.”  



Let’s help get our college students  
across the finish line!!  

 
It’s that time again. The Christian Education Ministry Team is asking for 
donations that we will assemble into care packages for our college students. 
We are preparing for 6 +/- students. The care packages are our way of show-
ing love and support to our students as they prepare (or cram, perhaps!) for 
final exams as the spring semester comes to a close. We are asking for dona-
tions of non-perishable, pre-packaged, single serve items. (PLEASE…no 
homemade goods. Save those for when the kids come home at the end of the 
semester.) We are looking for items that would include chips, Doritos, cook-
ies, crackers (again, single serve bags or packages, please), bottled water, 
granola bars, candy, gum, mints, microwave popcorn, etc. We know studying 
for finals can be stressful and we want to ease the stress as much as we can. 
So please use your imagination and add items like bubbles, Play Doh, a stress 
ball, etc as you see fit. There will be a specially-marked box in the lobby area 
of the West Entrance. Please have all donations to the church by Sunday, 
April 9th – Easter Sunday. If you have any questions, please direct them to 
any member of the Christian Ed Ministry Team (Diana Shepherd, Jack 
Finniff, Brenda Shane, Debbie Long, or Katie Hardy). Thanks for your help! 



 
Hygiene Kits Are Needed     

 
The Service and Outreach Ministry Team and Sue Vanderveer are 

asking for supplies for Hygiene Kits. Kits are put together and  
delivered to Church World Service which will then send them to  
areas of need in the United States and other parts of the world.   

 
Items needed are: 
 
Hygiene Kits – you will need: 
¨One hand towel measuring approximately 15” x 28” to 16” x 32”                  
        (no fingertip or bath towels) 
¨One washcloth   
¨One wide-tooth comb removed from the package 
 (Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth, no pocket 
 combs or picks, rattail and combs without handles are       
 acceptable) 
¨One nail clipper removed from the package 
¨One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
¨One toothbrush (in original packaging) 
¨Ten standard size Band-Aids® 
 
Place all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure,  
remove excess air from bag, and seal. Please do not add toothpaste 
to the Hygiene Kit. Tubes of toothpaste that have an extended  
expiration date will be added by others to the Hygiene Kit just prior 
to shipment. Items may be placed in the collection container in the 
West Entrance. Contact Sue Vanderveer if you have questions. 
 
Hygiene Kit value:  $15 
Processing/Shipping Cost:  $2 per Kit  
Thank you! 
 
 
Watch for a collection box in the west entrance, or contact Sue 
Vanderveer if you want to donate items.  


