


 

[Verse 3] 

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere., 

Open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share.  

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 

 Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

[Verse 4] 

Open my mind that I may read more of thy love in word and deed.  

What shall I fear while yet thou dost lead? Only for light from thee I plead.  

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS, CONCERNS, AND HOPES  

 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 God of a thousand voices, you call us when we lie down to sleep; you call us 

when we sit under a tree; you call us when your Spirit resides within us; you call 

us when we gather with family and friends. How many times, like Samuel before 

us, have we mistaken your call or dismissed it as a dream? How many times have 

we heard your call, yet remained in our beds, too comfortable and set in our ways 

to be bothered to respond at all? How many times have we passed up the chance to 

listen to your messengers because of who they are or where they came from?  

Forgive us, Holy One. Speak to us once more, and set our ears to tingling, 

 that we may know the power of your words and the glory of your ways,  

through Christ, our Lord.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

A MOMENT TO BECOME LIKE CHILDREN 

   

SERVICE OF GIVING 

Call to Giving  

 We have been bought with a price. God has made a costly investment 

in humanity. For love’s sake, God sent Christ among us. For love’s sake, 

we make the offering of ourselves and our resources an important part of 

our worship. 

 Giving our tithes and offerings continues to be a very important part 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE          “I’ve Been List’ning”                        (Arr. Hughes)  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                        David Beachley, Worship Leader 

  One:  God, you call each of us to serve you, and we answer, 

  All:  “Here I am!” 

  One:  Jesus, you call each of us to follow you, and we answer, 

  All:  “Here I am!” 

  One:  Holy Spirit, you call each of us to worship you this day,  

  and we answer, 

  All: “ Here I am!” 

 

*OPENING PRAYER  

 O God, you call to us today, just as you called to the boy Samuel 

so long ago. Gathered here today, we pray for the maturity of faith 

to hear your call and respond to your Word. Open our ears and our 

hearts as we worship, and as we care for one another. We ask that you 

would give us courage and integrity to answer your call with the  

heart-felt words, “Here I am!” Amen.  

 

*HYMN #517               “Open my eyes that I may see”   

            

[Verse 1] 

Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me.  

Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 

 Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

[Verse 2] 

Open my ears that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear, 

 and while the wave notes fall on my ear, ev’rything false will disappear. 

 Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
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of our worshiping God even when we are not gathered in the sanctu-

ary. Our giving is a response to God’s call on us to fulfill our obligations 

to the church and to keep the ongoing ministries of the church effective. 

As you listen to the offertory, you can use this time to prepare your 

offering to mail into the church, or to drop off at the church, or to go to 

the HCOB webpage and use PayPal to give your offering. May we give 

joyfully as we participate in this significant act of worship. 

Offertory     “His Gentle Voice I Hear”                      (Callender) 

*Response #119  “Doxology” 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 Receive these gifts we bring to you, O God…for we bring them with 

the hope of sharing your love with others through their use. Bless these 

gifts, we pray. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC              “Help Me Find It”     (McDonald, Frey and Ingram) 

                                           Nicole Hood, Soloist 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The 

word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 

could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet 

gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where 

the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he 

said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So, he went and lay 

down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, 

and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my 

son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the 

word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called 

Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 

calling the boy. Therefore, Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he 

calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So, 

Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood 

there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 

for your servant is listening.” 

 

MESSAGE            “Listen Closely”   

Pastor Twyla Rowe 

*HYMN #395        “Here I am, Lord”      
      

[Refrain] 

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, 

if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

[Verse1] 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and 

sin, my hand will save. I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness 

bright. Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
 

[Refrain] 

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, 

if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

[Verse2] 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. I have wept for love of 

them, they turn away.  I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love 

alone. I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? 
 

[Refrain] 

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, 

if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

[Verse 3] 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.  I will set a feast for 

them, my hand will save. Finest bread I will provide, 'till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 
 

[Refrain] 

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, 

if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

*BENEDICTION    

 

*POSTLUDE       “Unity and Brotherhood”                 (Chesterton) 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
*Please rise — in body or spirit — as an act of worship 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

  
(continued) 


