
Celebrating 300 years of faith in 2008.   Continuin g the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together.  
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Church of the Brethren General 
Board Pentecost Offering 

Sunday,  May 11, 2008 
 

A special envelope will be included in 
your bulletin for those desiring to 

make a gift, or you may mail a gift to 
the church with “Pentecost” on the 

memo line.  

 

May Congregational Business 
Dinner Meeting 

 

Sunday, May 4, 2008 
Following morning worship  

 

Lunch at approximately 12:30 PM  
followed by the business meeting.  

Your voice is needed.                     
Plan now to attend.  

BRETHREN TIDINGS is published bi-monthly by Hagerstown Church of the Brethren, 15 S. Mulberry Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740. Telephone: 301-733-3565. 
Fax: 301-733-3598.  Office hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. - noon & 1:00 –4:00 p.m.  Pastor: Rev. Edward L. Poling.     Pastoral Intern: Barbara Leininger 
Dickason. Youth & Family Ministries: Arn Platou. Interim Organist: David Benton. Administrative Assistant:  Beverly Harshman. Facilities Manager: Woody Myers. 
Financial Secretary: Nancy H. Gehr. Treasurer: Charles Stockslager. All articles submitted are subject to editing. Visit us on the web at www.hagerstowncob.org . 

The 2002 Annual Conference, meeting in 
Louisville, Kentucky, called on Brethren 
congregations to plan a time of “Sabbath 
rest” for their pastors. Recognizing that 
“the hectic daily pace impacts the life of 
everyone, including pastors,” they      
approved a statement encouraging local 
churches to allow “the pastoral leader to 
spend time immersing him/herself in 
God’s love, so that he/she can return to 
work with a renewed sense of joy about 
ministry.”   The suggested guideline for 
this Sabbath rest is nine weeks after the 
pastor has served the congregation for 
seven years. 
 
The Hagerstown congregation through 
the Church Board planned for this      
Sabbath time soon after the Annual    
Conference paper was approved. It was 
agreed that I, as your pastor, would be 
eligible for this according to the guide-
lines of the Church. This past year we 
have been planning together when this 
would take place and how the needs of 
the congregation could be met.  It was 
agreed that this Sabbath time would be 
this coming summer, beginning on May 
26 and concluding on July 27. 
 
First of all, let me tell you about my plans 
for this period. It will begin with a two-
week trip to Scotland. From June 5 to 19, 
2008. I will be a part of a cross-cultural 

course on Celtic spirituality led by Dawn 
Wilhelm of Bethany Seminary. High-
lights will include a week on the historic 
Island of Iona (where Christianity began 
in  Scotland), two days on the Isle of  
Lindisfarne (another center for early 
Christian monastic life in northern Eng-
land), and a day in Edinburgh with Philip 
Newell (writer and theologian on Celtic 
thought).  On July 7-11, 2008, I will at-
tend Common Ground on the Hill, a mu-
sic camp on the campus of McDaniel 
College in Westminster. And the week of 
July 12-16, 2008, Marge and I will attend 
and give leadership at Annual Conference 
in Richmond, Virginia.  While at home I 
plan to spend time in reading on church 
and theology, and hope to write some 
more music. On Sundays, I plan to visit 
churches in the area that are doing inter-
esting things in music and worship.  I 
hope to give some thought as to how  
music and worship are evolving in con-
gregational life in the 21st century. 
 
Second, the Executive Committee is  
planning for leadership in my absence. 
Three Board members will be coordinat-
ing various aspects of congregational life.  
Lester Boleyn will coordinate the weekly  
worship, both early and late services. 
Several ordained ministers in our congre-
gation will take turns preaching. Loyal 
Vanderveer will work with the Deacons  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
in providing pastoral care. And Linda 
Jacoby will coordinate the ongoing ad-
ministrative responsibilities, meeting 
regularly with staff, and encouraging our 
many volunteers.  This talented team of 
leaders will do a fine job in anticipating 
needs and concerns when they arise. 
 
I am deeply grateful for this opportunity 
to rest, study, and be refreshed during this 
Sabbath rest. This would not be possible 
without the cooperation of our staff, the 
many volunteer leaders, as well as all 
members.  We anticipate that this period 
of time be beneficial to both pastor and 
congregation.  It was Martin Luther who 
said, “The spiritual rest which God     
intends in this commandment (to keep the 
Sabbath holy) is that we not only cease 
from our labor and trade but much more; 
that we let God alone work in us and that 
in all our powers do we nothing of our 
own.” 
   Pastor Ed  
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Wear red on May 11!  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday,  
May 25, 2008 

Vacation Bible School 
 

July 7 - 11, 2008 

Upcoming  
Sermon Titles 

 
May 4 “United” 
May 11 “Spirit” 
May 18 “Majesty” 
May 25 “Obedience” 

Eatin’ Out 
 

May 18th at Mountaingate, 1:00 PM 
 

Contact Rod Gehr to make  
your reservation.  

Mid-Atlantic District  
Disaster  

Response Auction 
 

Saturday,  
May 3, 2008 

 

Westminster,  Maryland 
Booklets available now. 

Radio Sunday 
 
Our radio broadcast will continue, at 
least for the short term.  We have pledges 
to cover the next few months. What we 
need to know your thoughts on the radio 
broadcast and your opinion as to whether 
or not it should continue. Just jot down 
your comments and put them in the   
offering plate any Sunday. Thank you for 
your participation in this decision.  

E-Journey  
 

In an attempt to reduce costs in the 
District Office and to be more ecologi-
cally friendly, we will begin electronic 
distribution of the monthly newsletter, 
"Together on the Journey" beginning in 
May 2008.  
 

If you have an email address and would 
like to receive a copy, please contact 
Terri (410- 635-8790 (if we don't al-
ready have the correct e-mail address). 
If you do not personally have access to 
email you may know of someone who 
would be willing to receive it for you. 
The monthly newsletters are also avail-
able on the district web site at  
h!m:/ /madcob.com.  

 

We will continue to send the newsletter 
via snail mail if people do not have    
access to e-mail and they want to       
continue to receive the District News-
letter.  

Nominating Committee 
 
The nominating committee is currently 
seeking candidates to fill a variety of 
positions to conduct the business of the 
church.  There are 7 vacancies for church 
board positions, 1 nominating committee 
vacancy and 1 district conference       
vacancy.  Several board members have 
completed 2 terms and are ineligible to 
serve for the upcoming year. In addition, 
4 board positions had not been filled dur-
ing the current term.  
 
Each of the positions has different levels 
of time commitment and responsibilities. 
Board members are elected to a 3 year 
term and serve on one of the four com-
missions during their term.  The new 
bright orange directory has an excellent 
summary of the commission responsibili-
ties on page 8.  Board and commission 
meetings are held on Tuesday eve-
nings.   Nominating committee meets 
only a few times throughout the year as 
elections approach.  District conference 
delegates are elected in May and serve 
for two consecutive October conferences. 
Please consider how you can serve your 
church in one of these positions.  Elec-
tions will be held at the Congregational 
Business meeting on May 4, so time is 
running out! 
 
Please speak to any member of the nomi-
nating committee if your are interested in 
serving.  If everyone helps a little, all 
will serve the whole. 
                             Nominating Committee 

Linda Seiple, chair;  
Ruthann Henneberger, Anne Jessop,  

Lois Hightman, 

Pastor Barb Completes 
Her Internship 

 
Barb Dickason has completed her nine-
month sojourn with us.  A second-year 
student at Bethany Theological Semi-
nary, she has learned much about how a 
congregation works first-hand. Not that 
she is unfamiliar with local church life. 
She grew up in a pastoral family in west-
ern Maryland and Indiana. 
 
Barb assisted in worship, preached once 
a month, observed Sunday School 
classes, made pastoral visits, attended 
Board and Commission meetings, team 
taught a youth membership class, and 
met regularly with the pastor and a 
Teaching Committee.  She helped in 
planning and carrying out church       
programs; and kept her eyes and ears 
open to the needs and concerns of the 
congregation.  While she gave over 450 
hours to this work, she also participated 
in a Ministry Formation course that met 
in Richmond, Indiana six weekends.  In 
addition she carried a full course-load as 
a seminary student, all the while attend-
ing to her family responsibilities as a 
wife and mother. 
 
While she learned from us, we received 
much from her presence. Her gifts as a 
spiritual leader are highly valued. She 
will do well as a pastor upon the comple-
tion of her seminary training. This    
coming summer she will participate in a 
second internship at the Manassas 
Church of the Brethren. 
 
Cards of appreciation can be sent to her 
at: Barb Dickason, 941 Jubal Way,    
Frederick, MD 21701.  We look forward 
to her continued leadership in the Church 
of the Brethren and pray God’s blessing 
on her and her husband, Rob, and her 
two children, Sean and Morgan. 

April 29, 2008  



In conjunction with the 300th Anniversary celebration of the Church of the Brethren  
we will be bringing you stories of quiet people who led extraordinary lives.  

 

UNSUNG BRETHREN 
 

E. Russell Hicks 
 

By: Richard Clem 

 

 
Some who knew E. Russell Hicks claim his spirit still roams over rolling farmland and in wood lots of 
the Antietam Battlefield. They mention how his eyes would get moist hearing “The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” while he also stood in reverence to the playing of “Dixie.” One of his many accomplishments 
was being one of the founders of the Hagerstown Civil War Roundtable – seldom missing a meeting and 
asked to speak often. 
 
E. Russell Hicks was born 1892, in the Clear Spring area of western Washington County, Maryland. At 
an early age he became a member of the Broadfording Church of the Brethren; probably due to his      
father’s strong influence on his life who was a minister. As a member of a “pacifist” Brethren             
congregation, he served his country in the Medical Corps during World War I. 
 
His military career over, Hicks attended Blue Ridge College in Carroll County, Maryland, becoming a 
history and Latin teacher. In his lifetime this remarkable achiever became a school teacher, school princi-
pal, newspaper columnist, Sunday school teacher, Civil War writer/lecturer and served in the Maryland 
House of Delegates. Mr. Hicks never married – he didn’t have time! 
 
It would be hard to find anyone who knew more about the Antietam Battlefield than E. Russell Hicks. 
Not only going into detail of the battle, he would tell you the bricks for the construction of the Dunkard 
Church were kiln-baked on the John Otto farm near Burnside Bridge. Even in his last days he could be 
found leading tours over his beloved, sacred ground near Sharpsburg. When too sick to travel, he took his 
mind off the pain of kidney disease by reading Shakespeare and the American Civil War. 
 

When Russell passed away at the age of 74 in 1966, enough of his 
books were donated to the  Hagerstown Church of the Brethren to start 
a new library. He had been a faithful member of the Hagerstown  Breth-
ren for many years. In 1968, a school was built just south of Hagers-
town along the Sharpsburg Pike and in honor of his memory called, 
“The E. Russell Hicks Middle School.” He would have been proud. A 
granite tombstone designed appropriately in the shape of a “book,” 
marks his grave in the Broadfording Church of the Brethren Cemetery. 
 
Russell was once asked, “Why promote the study of local history?” His 
answer gives evidence to what motivated this man of vision, “I want to 
build into each of us a spirit of appreciation of our heritage which will 
compel all to be determined that our heritage shall not perish from the 
earth, but everyone will burn with a flaming desire to improve and to 
purify it. When we, working together, make it the highest standard of 
life, other people will desire to share our blessings and not destroy 
them.” This was E. Russell Hicks.  

 



 

Calling all  
GRADUATES!! 

 

If you’re a high school, 
college, graduate 
school, degree        
 program 2008 grad, 
please let the church 
office know by       
June 1, 2008 so you 
can  be recognized. 

 
Thanks!  

 

Music  
Sunday 

 
May 18,  

2008 

300th Anniversary Program 
Commemorative Worship at  

The Dunker Church 
Antietam National Battlefield 

Sharpsburg, Maryland 
 

May 18, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Hymn Singing 
 

Meditation 
 

History 
 

Special Music 
 

Brethren Church and Church of the 
Brethren of Washington County 

Beaver Creek Long Meadow 
Broadfording Manor 
Brownsville Sharpsburg 
Downsville St. James 
Gateway Stone Bridge 
Hagerstown Welty  

Peace in the  
Old Testament  

 

We often associate violence and warfare 
with the Old Testament However, David 
Leiter in his book, "Neglected Voices: 
Peace in the Old Testament" points out 
the many instances of nonviolence and 
justice peacemaking in the Old Testa-
ment Genesis 26:12-33 is the story of 
Isaac's conflict with the Philistines over 
wells that Isaac's servants dug for their 
herds. This is a story of one group of 
people wanting what another group of 
people has claimed for themselves. Read 
the story and learn how Isaac and the 
Philistines settled this peacefully through 
Peaceful conflict resolution.  

Sue Vanderveer  
Pacem (peace ) Committee member  

PACEM 
 
 The Pacem Prayer Circle met at 4:00 p.m. on April 7, 2008 in the Mullen-
dore room.  
 The Good Friday "Walk For Social Justice" was very successful. At least 
seven members of our church participated in the walk while four or more other per-
sons stayed at the church for a special service.  
 The country of interest for the meeting was Columbia in South America. 
Columbia is the fourth largest country on the continent and twice the size of France. 
With 43.6 million people, it is the third largest country in population in all of Latin 
America. It is Spanish-speaking, largely Roman Catholic and borders Panama and 
Venezuela.  
 Politically, Columbia alternates between conservative and liberal, depending 
on leadership. In 1991, a new constitution was established with a congress that elects 
the president There are serious internal conflicts, due partially to the 1098 different 
municipalities. Another factor is the mixture of American Indians and Europeans.  
 It is a country of unrest with continuing guerilla warfare, civil rights abuses, 
and human rights violence. In the 1980's, a powerful drug cartel exerted pressures 
politically. The country continues to be plagued by the drug trade. Some improve-
ments have been noted -a 48% decrease in homicides and a 75% decrease in kidnap-
pings since the year 2000. A moderately high unemployment rate of 12% is difficult 
for the very youthful mostly literate population.  
 Columbia is a high altitude country with abundant natural resources. It has a 
network of national highways. Exports include lots of sugar and bananas. Corpora-
tions have taken over much of the land, thus driving people from farms to the urban 
areas.  
 Heifer International is developing cooperative farms to counteract some of 
the existing conditions.  
 Columbia's military receives lots of US aid. Watch the news for new infor-
mation on Columbia.  
 Please join us in praying that answers to Columbia's serious problems may 
continue to evolve.  
 The free trade coffee project is flourishing with new offerings to come. 
Good products as well as a "help your neighbor" component makes it a win-win pro-
ject.  
 Some members will be attending the Brethren Peace Fellowship on April 12 
from 8:30 to 4:30. The Pacem Prayer Circle will host Coffee Hour on May 11. Sur-
prises are in store!  
 Pacem Prayer Circle will meet on May 5 [2008] at 4:00 P.M. You are wel-
come!                                                                                           Respectfully,  

Myrtle L. Haldeman  
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Madelyn Baer, Berkley Conrad, Bruce  
Driggers, Mike Hovis, Hazel Jordan, 
Betsy Martin, Nora Martin, Stella Mar-
tin, Josephine and John Miles, Lorraine 
Oberholzer, Evelyn Reid, James Reid, 
Chuck Snyder, Clark Stover, Phyllis 
Wisherd.  
 

If you or a loved one will be having 
surgery or has been hospitalized, please 
call the Church Office at 301-733-3565. 
The hospitals do not notify the church of 
admissions. The only way we can learn 
of those needing pastoral care is if 
someone tells us. 

COB Prayer Calendar  

 

“Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, 
sympathy, love for one another, a tender 
heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay 
evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on 
the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is 
for this that you were called—that you 
might inherit a blessing,” 1 Peter 3: 8-9. 
This week, ask God to help you treat 
people as you have been called, with the 
love and humility in your heart. 

The Church of the Brethren prayer calen-
dar can be found online at website http://
www.brethren.org/genbd/Ident i ty/
calendar/index.html . 

Equal Exchange Coffee 
 
$5.55 for a 12-ounce bag 
 
For those desiring to purchase Equal  
Exchange Coffee, information and an 
order sheet are in the West Entrance.  
 
Just check the sheet, make your selec-
tions, and add it to the order list by the 
third Sunday of each month. Payment is 
due when you pick up your coffee. Exact 
change welcomed. Contact person: Loyal 
Vanderveer 
 
To view the coffees available and have 
your selection ready for Sunday, please 
go to  
http://equalexchange.stores.yahoo.net/
paccof.html 
 
You may also link through to the page 
from our website at  
h t t p : / / ww w. h a g e r s t o wn c o b . o r g /
equalexchangecoffee.html . 

CASH FOR CAUSES FUNDRAISER 
 

Quick, easy and safe. Purchase a pre-paid Martins/Giant gift card and 5% of the face 
value of the gift card goes into our Sanctuary Carpet Fund. Then simply take the card 
to the grocery and use it in place of your debit card, check or cash. The card is good 
until you use every cent of the face value. It’s safer than carrying a lot of cash to the 
store, and easier than writing a check. And when it comes to balancing your check-
book - you only have one entry to deal with.  
 
Cards are available in $25, $50, and $100 amounts.  Five percent of the purchase is a 
charitable contribution.  See Barbara Reeder.  

222nd  
Church of the Brethren  

Annual Conference 
July 12-16, 2008 

Richmond, Virginia 
The information packet can be 

viewed and downloaded to your 
computer at www.hagerstowncob.org 

OPPORTUNITIES for  
SERVICE & OUTREACH         

for the coming months—UPDATED!! 
 

 
 Please mark your calendars. 
 
1. Mid-Atlantic District Auction – Saturday, May 3, 2008, held at Westminster, MD. 
If you have any items that you would like to donate to the auction please call Glenn at 
301-393-0766. 
 
2. Gift of the Heart Kits Challenge. Thirty bags have been sewn. We need blunt    
scissors, pencil sharpeners, separate erasers,  crayons in boxes of 24 only, 3-70 page 
notebooks per bag. Need ASAP for Annual Conference delegates to carry. 
 
3. Equal Exchange Coffee/Tea/Chocolate available. Order from Loyal Vanderveer in 
the West Entrance each Sunday, or call Loyal at 301-223-8429.  
 
4. Global Mission Fund. The Church of the Brethren General Board is 
in need of donors for the global mission program. Donor information 
is available on the table in the West Entrance.  
 
5. WATCH FOR NEWS ABOUT: Foods Resource Bank Growing  
Project. 
 
For detailed information about any of these activities, call Esther  
Boleyn, 301-665-1279. 

Our sympathy is extended to Glenn 
Barnhart and family on the death of his 
wife, Mary Barnhart, on April 3, 2008.  
 
Our sympathy is extended to Richard & 
Betsy Martin and family on the death 
of their daughter, Karen Lee Reed, on 
April 11, 008.  
 
Our sympathy is extended to Lois 
Hightman and family on the death of 
her brother, George R. Boward, on 
April 17, 2008.  



 
Gift of the Heart Kit Challenge 

...Because little things mean a lot 
 

Church World Service kits provide essential supplies to disaster survivors around the 
world. School kits are needed most at this time. Let’s see if we can surpass our goal of 
collecting 5, 000 kits this year at Annual Conference! Bring your items to donate and 
place in the container in the West Entrance. Listed below are the items that make up a 
kit.  

Pack all items inside the cloth bag. Please include $2 per kit for processing/shipping cost.  

· One pair of blunt scissors (rounded 
tip) 

· Three 70-count spiral or tape-bound 
pads of 8" x 10-1/2" ruled paper or 
pads with 200-210 sheets of ruled 
paper. (Please do not provide loose-
leaf or filler paper.) 

· One 30-centimeter ruler (12") 

· One hand-held pencil sharpener 

· One large eraser 

· Six new pencils with erasers 

· One box of 24 crayons (only 24) 

· One 12" x 14" to 14" x 16" finished 
size cotton cloth bag with cloth    

In March of 1813 Brethren 
in Philadelphia, who had 
been members of the Ger-
mantown congregation, 
organized themselves as a 
separate church.  If Ger-
mantown was recognized 
as the “Mother Church,” 

the first in America, Philadelphia might 
have been known as the wayward child!  
The congregation was a pioneer in many 
things. As historian Carl Bowman put it, 
“…the Dunker fast lane…ran straight 
through the center of Philadelphia.”  

While some nineteenth century 
Brethren leaders such as James Quinter 
and Henry Kurtz were content to proceed 
slowly when it came to innovation, the 
Philadelphia church was at the forefront 
in such things as the paid ministry, use of 
musical instruments in worship, Sunday 
Schools, women in the pulpit, property 
insurance, and changes in traditional 
garb. 

It was hard, sometimes, for the 
elders of the larger church to make their 
charges stick. When some objected that 
Philadelphia paid their minister, for   in-
stance, the congregation explained that 
while “one of the ministers had been paid, 
he had not been contracted to preach for a 
specified amount, so it could not be said 
that he was paid a ‘salary.’” 

But it was the innovation of put-
ting a indoor baptistery that truly drew 
the ire of traditionalists who  insisted that 
baptism could only take place outdoors in 
a river. Pastor J.P.  Hetrick, however, 
explained that the closest river was three 
miles away from the church, and that it 
was very muddy.  He then went on to 
describe a baptism involving three 
women.  “Some of you,” he said, “do not 
know, perhaps, what sort of mud that is.  
Well, if you will go into any of your barn 
yards around here, where the cows are 
kept over night, and, after a heavy rain, 
scrape up a pail full of the manure you 

find there, you will get a tolerable idea of 
what sort of mud that was…”  

Pastor Hetrick told how it took a 
while for the mud to settle after the bap-
tismal party waded into the river.  Unfor-
tunately the muck did not stay settled. 

“The first one we baptized came 
up the first time all right, but when she 
was immersed the third time, in the name 
of the Holy Spirit, it was not in water but 
in mud.  And so all of the rest.”  The 
muck was so thick that one of the women 
required the help of two men to get her 
out.  As far as Philadelphia was con-
cerned, this settled the issue of indoor 
versus outdoor baptism. 

And that’s the Tercentennial 
Minute for Sunday, March 2, 2008.  

 
  

Frank Ramirez, Everett COB 
Used with permission 

    Tercentennial Minute: A Muddy Mucky Baptism 

Come to the Water 
 

National Older Adult  
Conference (NOAC) 

 

September  
1 –5, 2008 

Lake Junaluska,  
North Carolina 

 

http://www.brethren.org/abc/noac/
index.html 

Monday,  
May 26, 2008 

Church  
Office closed 

MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT 
PRAYER CALENDAR  

"For this reason, since the day we heard 
it, we have not ceased praying for you 
and asking that you may be filled with 

the knowledge of God's will in all     
spiritual wisdom and understanding. .."  

Colossians 1: 9  
 

SPRING 2008  
 
Please pray for The Annual Disaster 
Response Auction on May 3, 2008 at the 
Westminster Agricultural Center begin-
ning at 9 a.m. Ask God to bless those 
who have prepared for the 28th Disaster 
Response Auction. Pray for safety of 
travel and a supportive crowd of brothers 
and sisters from across the district.  
 
Please pray for the Church of the Breth-
ren Disaster Response program and sev-
eral of our congregation members who 
embark on new projects and finish older 
projects along the Gulf Coast. Ask for 
God's safety and guidance to all who 
participate in the rebuilding effort and 
for comfort and peace for those whose 
lives have been disrupted by disasters.  



The painting is finished and the window treatments are up. Now is the time to complete our     
Sanctuary refurbishing with the purchase and installation of new carpeting.   
 

We have, according to our insurance carrier, a $4,500,000.00 facility which we are very proud of. 
The best part is we do not have any debt. Something else to be proud of.  
 

With approximately 63% of the necessary funds  received, we ask that you prayerfully consider an  
additional gift to complete the project.  
 

Making a contribution is easy. Simply use the envelopes in the pew racks that we used for the roof 
(we want to be frugal and not throw them out), place it in the weekly  offering, or mail to the 
church office. Don’t forget to write your name on the outside of the envelope and “Carpeting” on 
the memo line of your check so your gift can be included on your yearly statement.  
 

Thank you so much for all your support and praise the Lord for all the blessings He has given to all 
of us. God bless the members of the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren.  
                                                                                                                                Barbara A. Reeder 

Refurbishing the Sanctuary 

 

 
Nationally 

www.brethren.org 

 

Locally 
www.hagerstowncob.org 

 

 
Regionally 

www.madcob.com 

$56,628.02 
4/20/2008 
<>67% 

$84,981.15 

We appreciate so much the attention we 
received for our 60th wedding anniver-
sary. The card signed by many of our 
friends at church and all the individual 
cards added to our special day. You can 
be sure we enjoyed them all. May God 
bless you all,   John & Josephine Miles 
 
Dear Hagerstown COB family, 
     As I prepare to step into the next part 
of my ministry learning journey at     
Manassas COB this summer, I want to 
take this opportunity to express my deep-
est gratitude for your open welcome to 
abide with you this school year. You 
have helped me learn important ministry    
lessons, you have encouraged my confi-
dence, and you have been an incredible 
blessing to our whole family. Thank you 
so very, very much for everything.  

Shalom,  
Pastor Barb Dickason,  

for all of us 
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WANTED:  YOUR MEMORIES FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 
Every district in our denomination is preparing an exhibit to be displayed at 
Annual Conference, which starts on July 12. The Mid-Atlantic District commit-
tee has come up with ideas for a unique and eye-catching exhibit, but we need 
your help. Can you provide any of the following supplies and talent? (Please 
provide these items no later than May 15, 2008.) 
 
Video interviews:  This is our favorite idea! We would like to get as many 1- 
to 3-minute interviews on mini-DV tapes or DVDs as we can. In your churches, 
please have someone digitally record people as they respond to the question, 
“What are you passionate about in your church?” The question for children 
would be, “What do you really like about our church?”  We will edit and com-
pile these interviews and will play them in our exhibit.  All ages are encouraged 

to participate. We will also be at the Disaster Relief Auction on May 3 and will catch up with as 
many folks as possible. 
If you are unable to record the interviews, ask people to write a response to the question and 
then take their picture.  We will include their text and photo in our presentation. 
Requirements:  One- to three-minute interviews recorded on mini-DV tapes, with a list of the 
names of the interviewees in order as they appear on your recording. Download to a DVD if 
you can. Email or mail your mini-DV tapes or DVDs to the District office. Be sure to post or 
mail the names, too. Alternately, send written responses and photos. 
Photographs, both old and new, of church events. They can be of people or activities involving 
your congregation or others in our District. 
Camp photographs (preferably old) of activities at Shepherd’s Spring and Camp Mardela, as 
well as other past district camps (remember Camp Shiloh and Camp Woodbrook?). The current 
camp directors have many recent photos, but we need the older ones. 
Requirements: Please scan your photos and post them digitally at ww.flickr.com/groups/mad-
cob or send a CD to the District office. If you are unable to scan and need to mail photos, please 
first call Jerry Anne Kines at 540-937-3410. 
 
Thank you so much for helping to make the Mid-Atlantic District exhibit at Annual Conference 
an exciting reflection of our history together. If you have any questions or comments, please 
contact one of the committee members: 

Debbie Brunner: 703-791-4243; debbiebrunner@comcast.net 
Tony Fluharty: 410-690-4420; tony@frgmntd.com 
Jerry Anne Kines: 540-937-3410; kines@erols.com 
Dale Posthumus: 301-572-2240; marlendale@hotmail.com 
Gretchen Zience: 703-244-7190; gzience@comcast.net 
Remember to send all your contributions to us by May 15, 2008!! 


